POLICY ADVISORY GROUP

Minutes of Meeting of March 19, 2001

Members Present:
Chair Lee Gustafson and Members Bobby Young, Anne Norris, Ginny Black, and Jodi Polzin

Also Present:
Commission Counsel Charlie LeFevere

The meeting was convened by Chair Gustafson at 8:30 a.m. at Minnetonka City Hall.

Following a general discussion of the Joint Powers Agreement and issues that might be addressed in the review and consideration of governance of the Commission, it was decided by consensus that:

1. Legal counsel will circulate a description of the method used by the Shingle Creek Watershed Management Commission to allocate costs among its members.

2. Legal counsel would begin work on a “running draft” of proposed amendments to the Joint Powers Agreement that will show the current agreement, proposed changes, and explanatory annotations as appropriate.  It was agreed that the Joint Powers Agreement should be streamlined and that background and historical materials, and repetition of state statutory requirements would be deleted or included in a separate attachment or appendix.

3. Ethics and conflict of interest matters should be considered for inclusion at an appropriate place in the organizational documents of the Commission.

4. Consideration should be given to providing orientation and training for Commission members.

Chair Gustafson briefly reviewed the list of Major Issues from the Planning Process Handbook.

1. Groundwater.  It was decided that this issue should be referred to the Technical Advisory Group to report and advise the Commission on the role that the Commission should have in addressing groundwater issues.  The Commission role could involve current activities, or could be a plan to address such questions in the future, or could be described in terms of reaction by the Commission to future events such as adoption of a groundwater plan by the County.

2. Water Quality.  The committee had no issues to add to the list of water quality issues identified in the Handbook.

3. Flooding and Rate Control.  The committee had no issues to add to the list of flooding and rate control issues identified in the Handbook.

4. Wetland and Natural Resources.  The committee had no issues to add to the list of wetland and natural resources issues identified in the Handbook.  The committee identified Task B 13 “include identifiable goals and policies that address wetlands” as a high priority task.
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