October 22, 2013

From:

AMLAC Board of Directors

To:

Laura Jester, Administrator
Bassett Creek Watershed Commission

Dear Laura,
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The AMLAC Board of Directors thanks you for reaching out to us. We are always
open to discussing Medicine Lake issues and optimistically pleased that the
Bassett Creek Watershed Commission is open to understanding the unique

circumstances that affect an urban lake.

ISSUES: We addressed your questions as a group and determined the most

serious problems effecting Medicine Lake in priority order are:

1) Invasive species

a. Excessive invasive vegetation -- brings frustration in attempting
to control its expansion and the higher levels of swimmers itch;

Potential actions — enlarge the zone for treating invasive

vegetation; weed harvesting performed properly; include spraying

for milfoil as well as curly leaf.

b. The potential threat of zebra mussel infestation and the imperfect

boat inspection efforts to thwart infiltration;

Potential actions — close boat ramps when there are no inspectors;
have DNR regularly staff Three Rivers Park boat launch; close all
boat launches when no inspections are being performed; fund

more inspection time.

2) The inconsistent water levels cause erosion, and at low levels inhibit the
ability to safely use the lake. Extremely variant water levels of Medicine

Lake are a problem for lake users on several fronts.

Lower lake levels decrease the desirability of the lake for beach
swimming, sailing, paddle boarding and motorized water activities, as
well as the lake’s scenic value in the summer recreational season. As the
water recedes, the shoreline also loses its aesthetic appeal as vegetation
and dead fish decompose. As the lake level recedes, it becomes
especially difficult for those who trailer boats for a day of enjoyment
because the boat launch areas become so shallow that launching a
motorized boat is difficult. Many homeowners’ boats actually become
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stranded atop boatlifts that are not physically capable of functioning in
water so shallow.

Higher levels are also pose problems: boaters must mind the ‘no wake’
rules, shoreline erosion can occur, and some properties are in danger of
flooding.

Potential action — install a movable auto-mechanical weir to control
water flow over the Basset Creek Dam.

WHERE: These problems are occurring throughout the entire lake, especially the
shoreline invasive vegetation and the current low water levels. Weeds affect
deeper water, too: when milfoil and curlyleaf get cut by boats (or by hand), great
globs of the weeds float into the deeper parts of the lake. Swimmers go to the
deeper areas to avoid getting the itch. So, even though most people know not to
swim in the shallows, they still run into globs of loose weeds in the deep. So, the
problems caused by the excess of invasive vegetation and low lake levels are felt
throughout the lake.

WHAT THEY AFFECT: Each of these problems affects the ability of people to
swim, boat, fish, and negatively impacts the aesthetics for walking around the
lake. More the 50,000 people visit the lake each year, putting a strain on the lake
resources. Additionally, the wildlife and eco-system within and around the lake is
pressured by inconsistent water levels and loss of habitat due to invasive
vegetation.

Past progress has been significant, but there remains much to do. The pressures on
Medicine Lake increase as the surrounding area becomes more urbanized. Park
and lake use are being utilized at their maximum capacity. To continue at this
level we ask your help to combat the problems we have outlined.

We welcome further dialogue and in-person discussion with you and the Bassett
Creek Watershed Commission.

Sincerely,

Board of Directors

Association of Medicine Lake Area Citizens —- AMLAC
Advocates for the Health of Medicine Lake

amlac@g.com

www.amlac.com
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