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 A g e n d a 
11:30 a.m., Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Golden Valley City Hall – 7800 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley 55427 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA - Items marked with an asterisk ( * ) will be acted on by 
one motion. There will be no discussion of these items unless a BCWMC commissioner so requests in which event the item 
will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

3. CITIZEN INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

4. ADMINISTRATION 
A. Presentation of December 17, 2009, Meeting minutes * 
B. Presentation of Financial Statements *  
C. Presentation of Invoices for Payment Approval  

i. Kennedy & Graven – Legal Services through November 30, 2009 
ii. Barr Engineering – Engineering Services through December 25, 2009 

iii. Amy Herbert – December Administrative Services 
iv. Judy Arginteanu – Education Article 
v. City of Golden Valley – Annual Financial Management Services 

vi. JASS – BCWMC’s portion of Administrative Services for the Joint Education and 
Public Outreach Committee 

vii. CNA Surety – Annual Bond Premium 
D. Resolution 10-01 to Reimburse BCWMC 2.5% of 2009 Annual Tax Levy for Admin Expenses 

Charged to CIP Projects and to Transfer the Funds into the Admin Account 
E. Direct MMKR Certified Public Accountants to Prepare Audit Report for fiscal year 2009 
F. Discuss Schedule for BCWMC Liaison at TAC meetings  
  

5. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Golden Valley Country Club Pond Dredging / Creek Stabilization: Golden Valley 
B. TruStone Financial Federal Credit Union: Golden Valley 
 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
A. City of Robbinsdale Local Surface Water Management Plan Submitted to BCWMC 
B. City of Crystal’s Response to BCWMC’s Comments on City’s Local Surface Water 

Management Plan and Resolution 10-02 Approving Plan 
C. Update on Cultural Resource Review Process for Resource Management Plan 
D. TAC Recommendations 

i. 2010 Channel Maintenance Fund Requests 
ii. Comments on Proposed Revisions to Capital Improvements Program and 2011 Capital 

Improvement Project 
iii. Maintenance of BCWMC Projects 

E. TMDL Updates 
i. Wirth Lake TMDL 

ii. Sweeney Lake TMDL 
iii. Medicine Lake TMDL 

F. Bassett Creek E. Coli Monitoring 2009 
G. Education and Public Outreach Committee 

i.  Education Grant Application from MNAqua Teacher Training 
ii. BCWMC Participation in Plymouth’s 2010 Yard and Garden Expo 

iii. Education Grant Reimbursement Request from Crystal Environmental Quality 
Commission 

Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 



 

 
   

iv. Update on Teacher Focus Group 
H. Administrative Services Committee Update on Request for Proposals for Admin Services 
I. Resolution 10-03 Designating Depositories for BCWMC Funds 
 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Chair 
B. Commissioners              
C. Committees  
D. Counsel *               
E. Engineer               
   
 

8. INFORMATION ONLY 
A. Administrative Reviews (none) 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
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   Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
Minutes of the Meeting of December 17, 2009                                         
 
1.  Call to Order 
 

The Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (BCWMC) was called to order at 11:40 a.m., 
Thursday, December 17, 2009, at Golden Valley City Hall by Chair Welch. Ms. Herbert conducted roll 
call.  
 
Roll Call 
Crystal Commissioner Pauline Langsdorf, Secretary Counsel Charlie LeFevere 
Golden Valley Commissioner Linda Loomis, Treasurer Engineer Karen Chandler 
Medicine Lake Not represented Recorder Amy Herbert 
Minneapolis Commissioner Michael Welch, Chair  
Minnetonka Commissioner Kris Sundberg  
New Hope Commissioner Daniel Stauner  
Plymouth Alternate Commissioner Liz Thornton  
Robbinsdale Not represented  
St. Louis Park Alternate Commissioner Justin Riss  
   
Also present: Laura Adler, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of St. Louis Park 
 Derek Asche, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Plymouth 
 Jeannine Clancy, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Golden Valley 
 Jack Frost, Metropolitan Council 
 Dave Hanson, Alternate Commissioner, City of Golden Valley  
 Randy Lehr, Three Rivers Park District 
 Tom Mathisen, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Crystal 
 Stu Stockhaus, Alternate Commissioner, City of Crystal 
 Liz Stout, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Minnetonka 

  

2. Approval of Agenda and Consent Agenda 
 
Commissioner Loomis moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Stauner seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously [Cities of Medicine Lake and Robbinsdale absent from the vote]. 
Commissioner Loomis moved to approve the consent agenda. Acting Commissioner Thornton seconded 
the motion. The motion carried unanimously [Cities of Medicine Lake and Robbinsdale absent from the 
vote]. 
 
3.  Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
 
No citizen input on non-agenda items. 
 
4.  Administration 
 

A. Presentation of the November 18, 2009, BCWMC meeting minutes. The minutes were approved 
under the consent agenda. 

 
B. Presentation of the Financial Statement. The December financial statement was received and filed 

under the consent agenda. 
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The general and construction account balances reported in the December 2009 Financial Report 
are as follows:  

 
Checking Account Balance 482,167.24 
TOTAL GENERAL FUND BALANCE 482,167.24 
  
Construction Account Cash Balance 3,008,992.67 
Investment due 10/18/2010 533,957.50 
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT BALANCE 3,542,950.17 
-Less: Reserved for CIP projects 3,256,699.00 
Construction cash/ investments available for projects 286,251.17 

       
C. Presentation of Invoices for Payment Approval. 

 
  Invoices: 
 

i. Kennedy & Graven – Legal Services through October 31, 2009 - invoice for the 
amount of $1,714.95. 
 

ii. Barr Engineering Company – November Engineering Services - invoice for the 
amount of $28,370.95. 

 
iii. Amy Herbert – November Recording Administrator Services - invoice for the 

amount of $2,093.39. 
 

Commissioner Loomis moved to approve the payment of the invoices. Commissioner Stauner 
seconded the motion. By call of roll, the motion carried unanimously with seven votes in favor 
[Cities of Medicine Lake and Robbinsdale absent from the vote]. 
 

D. Resolution 09-07 to Transfer Budgeted BCWMC Funds from its Administrative Account to its 
Erosion/Sediment (Channel Maintenance), Long-Term Maintenance, and TMDL funds. 
Commissioner Loomis moved to approve Resolution 09-07. Acting Commissioner Thornton 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously [Cities of Medicine Lake and Robbinsdale 
absent from the vote].  

 
5. New Business 

 
No New Business this month. 
 

6.  Old Business 
 
A. Medicine Lake Draft TMDL Update. Chair Welch reported that Hans Holmberg of 

LimnoTech, the MPCA’s contractor for the TMDL, is trying to finish the report and that Brooke 
Asleson of the MPCA has said the BCWMC should receive the TMDL in the second half of 
December. Ms. Herbert added that yesterday Ms. Asleson communicated to her that the BCWMC 
would receive it in early January.  

 
Chair Welch asked if the Commission wants to formally communicate to the MPCA its 
expectations of receiving the TMDL by a deadline date. Commissioner Stauner asked if the delay 
in receiving the TMDL would impact the cities’ MS4 permitting or reporting process. Mr. Asche 
replied that it would not and that municipalities will have 18 months to update their SWPPPs 
from the date of receiving the final TMDL. The Commission indicated it did not think a formal 
communication would be worth the time spent on putting it together. Chair Welch said he would 
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informally communicate with Ms. Asleson that the BCWMC wants to see the Medicine Lake 
TMDL get wrapped up as soon as possible.    
 
Chair Welch suggested having an update on the Sweeney Lake and Wirth Lake TMDLs now while 
the Commission is on the topic of TMDLs. Chair Welch said Ron Leaf of SEH, Inc., the 
BCWMC’s contractor for the Sweeney Lake TMDL, reported that he is waiting for comments 
back from the MPCA on the TMDL report. Ms. Chandler said Mr. Leaf indicated to Barr 
Engineering that the MPCA will get the comments to SEH by Tuesday, December 22nd and that 
the comments will include the MPCA’s comments as well as comments from the Minnesota Board 
of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). She said Mr. Leaf suggested that the BCWMC and SEH review the comments once 
received and if no significant implementation concerns are raised then the review of the draft 
implementation plan should be scheduled to occur in January. Ms. Chandler said there is no 
update on the Wirth Lake TMDL. Chair Welch asked for the Wirth Lake TMDL to be added to 
the January meeting agenda and asked Ms. Chandler to ask Greg Wilson of Barr Engineering to 
provide an update for the meeting packet and an update on the status of the contract.  
 

B. Administrative Services Committee Update. Chair Welch reported that the Committee met to 
discuss the draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for administrative services provided by Springsted, 
Inc. He said that the RFP in the meeting packet was the version from Springsted and that today’s 
handouts include the RFP and also a position description and that one version includes his 
comments and one version contains Commissioner Black’s revisions. Chair Welch said the 
Committee recommends distributing the RFP and position description via e-mail to a list of people 
put together by the Committee, including recommendations from BWSR, and via posting on the 
BCWMC’s Web site and the MPCA’s SEEK Web site. He said the Committee is open to 
additional locations for posting the RFP and stated that Commissioners are welcome to forward 
the e-mail to contacts they have who may be qualified and interested. Mr. LeFevere suggested 
posting the position with the League of Minnesota Cities job listing.  

 
The Commission discussed whether or not the qualifications should include that applicants must 
hold a bachelor’s degree and decided to make it a requirement. Chair Welch stated that he plans 
to step down from the Chair position at the end of the term in January and asked the Commission 
to keep that fact in mind as it considers the RFP and the applicants for the position.  
 
Commissioner Stauner commented that the current position description portrays the position as a 
job instead of a contract. He recommended that the description be revised to clearly state that the 
BCWMC is looking to contract for the administrative services. Commissioner Stauner remarked 
that the position description also should include that the person will act as the primary contact for 
the public. The Commission discussed the RFP’s requirement that a writing sample be submitted 
and decided the RFP should require the submission of a professional writing sample. The 
Commission decided that the RFP should require that the submissions be sent electronically as a 
PDF to the BCWMC’s Deputy Treasurer, Sue Virnig. The Commission decided that hard copies 
of applications would not be accepted and that the RFP should not state that receipt of 
applications will be confirmed nor should the RFP list dates of applicant interviews or of the 
Commission’s final decision. 
 
Commissioner Loomis move to approve the discussed revisions and the distribution of the revised 
RFP and position description and their posting on the discussed Web sites. Commissioner 
Sundberg seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously [Cities of Medicine Lake and 
Robbinsdale absent from the vote]. Chair Welch said he will draft the discussed changes and will 
send them to the Administrative Services Committee for review and then to Commissioner Black 
for distribution. 
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C. Education and Public Outreach Committee 
i. $100 Budget Increase for Teacher Focus Group. Commissioner Langsdorf reported 

that the focus group will occur on January 14th and that seven out of ten teachers have 
accepted the invitation to participate. She reminded the Commission that it approved a 
budget to pay a $100 stipend to each participating teacher and requested the Commission 
approve an additional $100 to cover a pizza lunch for the participants. She said the 
additional budget will only be used if the full amount of the original $1,000 budget is spent. 
Commissioner Loomis moved to approve the additional $100 for pizza for the focus group. 
Chair Welch seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously [Cities of Medicine 
Lake and Robbinsdale absent from the vote]. 

 
D. Resource Management Plan. Chair Welch reminded the Commission that at its November 

meeting it directed staff to sound out the possible costs involved in conducting a cultural resource 
review due to comments submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the BCWMC’s 
Resource Management Plan (RMP). He said that Jeff Lee of Barr Engineering is working with the 
Corps and with the consultant who did the initial cultural resources review for Barr Engineering 
as part of the RMP.  

 
Ms. Chandler said that as part of the RMP there was a paper-type of archeological survey, 
meaning a review of documents that have already been published. She said if there are sites in the 
RMP that require an on-the-ground survey, also known as a shovel test,” the Commission 
Engineer estimates the cost to be $6,000 - $8,000. She said that cost estimate is based on the 
premise that the BCWMC uses a contractor similar to the one used for the paper survey. Ms. 
Chandler said that the cost estimate might change based on the outcome of the meeting between 
the Commission Engineer, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps), and the interested 
Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Chandler reported that the Corps would like to hold a meeting in January involving their 
staff archeologist Brad Johnson, staff members Joseph Yanta and Melissa Jenny, the 
representatives from Barr Engineering including Len Kremer and Jeff Lee, and the Commission 
representatives.  
 
Chair Welch asked to be included on the e-mail that is coordinating the meeting dates and said he 
would like to attend but that his availability is secondary to Mr. deLambert’s schedule. 
Commissioner Stauner said that he would like to be informed about the meeting date. Chair 
Welch explained that the cultural review costs are ballpark numbers at this time because the 
Commission needs to hear from the Corps about which sites need to be reviewed before the 
information can be forwarded to a contractor for a cost estimate. Chair Welch clarified that the 
review costs are project costs the BCWMC would incur even without the RMP because the 
cultural review would be part of any Corps review. Ms. Chandler explained that the BCWMC is 
trying to get ahead in the process so the cultural review doesn’t present a delay down the road.  
 
Ms. Chandler reported that Joseph Yanta of the Corps indicated that after the January meeting 
between Corps staff and the BCWMC representatives, the Corps would develop a cultural 
resources memorandum of agreement with the BCWMC, the State Historical Preservation 
Office, and other interested parties – perhaps the cities - to outline the steps that would need to be 
taken before the BCWMC could begin work. 

 
E. Mississippi River E. Coli TMDL Update. Chair Welch explained that the MPCA is conducting 

the Upper Mississippi River Bacteria TMDL. He said the Bassett Creek Main Stem is also 
impaired for bacteria and the issue in front of the Commission is whether it wants that TMDL to 
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be done as part of the Upper Mississippi River Bacteria TMDL. Chair Welch stated that Barb 
Peichel’s memo to the Commission assumes that the Bassett Creek TMDL will occur as part of the 
Upper Mississippi River TMDL. He said that one main theme that comes through from her memo 
is that things are very open ended right now and it is not yet clear how the process will proceed.  

 
Ms. Chandler reported that Len Kremer spoke yesterday to Barb Peichel. She said their 
conversation included the pros and cons of the BCWMC doing the Bassett Creek bacteria TMDL 
as part of the Upper Mississippi River TMDL. Ms. Chandler listed that one pro is that the 
BCWMC would be eligible for implementation project funding sooner. Chair Welch pointed out it 
would only be available sooner if the TMDL was completed sooner than if the BCWMC conducted 
it on its own. Chair Welch stated that Ms. Peichel’s memo lists the goal for the Upper Mississippi 
TMDL as having a draft in 2012 - 2013. Ms. Chandler said another pro for going under the 
umbrella of the MPCA’s TMDL is that costs would be covered by the MPCA, outside of the 
BCWMC paying for its staff representation in the project. She said the MPCA communicated that 
it is not sure it will have funds available for the BCWMC to conduct the TMDL on its own. Ms. 
Chandler reported that Ms. Peichel said that waiting to conduct the TMDL probably won’t 
change the level of detail required for the TMDL. Ms. Chandler said that as a point of 
information, whichever way the BCWMC conducts the TMDL, the TMDL probably won’t be 
completed by 2011 when the MS4 permits are supposed to be renewed.  
 
Chair Welch pointed out that the Commission does have funds earmarked for TMDLs but the 
current available balance won’t cover the cost of the Bassett Creek E. coli TMDL.  He said 
another consideration is whether the Commission wants to sign on for conducting another TMDL 
in collaboration with the MPCA. Chair Welch said it makes sense to get a couple of 
commissioners, a staff member, Barb Peichel and Brooke Asleson of the MPCA together to 
address some of the Commission’s questions. He said staff should put together a memo of the 
outcomes of that meeting for the TAC’s review and then the TAC should present 
recommendations to the Commission. Chair Welch directed the Commission Engineer to 
coordinate the meeting to occur in January after the January BCWMC meeting and to invite 
Commissioner Loomis and Alternate Commissioner Riss. He directed staff to add the item to the 
TAC’s March meeting agenda and to the BCWMC’s March meeting agenda.  

 
[Commissioner Sundberg departs meeting.] 
 

F. Flood Control Project Inspections. Ms. Chandler explained that there were two aspects to this 
year’s inspection: the required annual above-ground inspection that occurred in mid- to late-
November and the November 19th inspection of the double box culvert, which is inspected every 
five years. She pointed out the summary and recommendations listed on the first page of the 
December 9th inspection memo that was included in the meeting packet.  

 
Ms. Chandler reported that the double box culvert is in good condition; however, she stated that a 
three-inch hole was discovered during the flood control inspection. She said that the hole needs to 
be patched and that Barr Engineering recommends that the BCWMC notify the Minnesota 
Ballpark Authority (BPA). She said cracks and other deficiencies noted in the double box culvert 
inspection do not need to be addressed at this time and will be inspected in the next five-year 
inspection. Ms. Chandler stated that copies of the inspection notes and report will be sent to the 
City of Minneapolis and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Chair Welch stated that it seems that 
the request for the repair of the three-inch hole can wait until the BCWMC sees who will be 
handling it and requested that the inspection notes and report also be sent to the BPA.  
 
Ms. Chandler said that Barr Engineering will complete the 2009 flood control inspection report in 
early 2010 and the report will be available for the BCWMC’s February meeting. Mr. LeFevere 
said he spoke with the BPA yesterday and informed them of the hole in the ceiling of the tunnel 
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and said the BPA had not been aware of it. He said he thinks the issue would be resolved by the 
BCWMC informing the BPA of the hole and then the BPA arranging for the contractor to return 
to the site to repair the hole it drilled in the double box culvert. 
 
Chair Welch said the ownership of the easement above the tunnel is not yet resolved but that Mr. 
LeFevere is working on it.  
 
Ms. Clancy requested that Barr Engineering coordinate the annual flood control project 
inspection with city staff. Chair Welch said that going forward the BCWMC should invite city 
staff to accompany Barr on the annual inspection.    

 
G. Clean Water Fund Grants Update. Chair Welch asked for staff to give an update regarding 

Hennepin County’s grant program before the update about the Clean Water Fund Grants. Ms. 
Chandler said the Hennepin County staff members haven’t made their formal recommendations 
to the Hennepin County Board of Commissioners (County Board). Commissioner Loomis said 
that Joel Settles of Hennepin County contacted the City of Golden Valley to discuss its application. 
Mr. Asche said that Joel Settles also contacted him regarding the City of Plymouth’s application. 
Commissioner Loomis said Mr. Settles told the City of Golden Valley that it will be getting 
funding just not in the amount requested. Mr. Asche reported that he received the same message 
from Mr. Settles. Ms. Chandler said the County Board is slated to make its final recommendations 
in January. Chair Welch commented that BWSR got $44 million in requests for the $13- $14 
million available for Clean Water Fund Grants.   

 
7.  Communications  
 

A. Chair: 
i. Chair Welch reminded the Commission that it will elect a new set of officers at the February 

meeting. 
 
ii. Chair Welch announced that the City of Plymouth’s Web site has an application where people 

can sign up for e-mail updates on the Plymouth Creek restoration project. 
 

iii. Chair Welch stated that the DNR is pulling together a work group to consider existing plans 
and policies, existing ordinances and conditions, identified resources and features and other 
things in the Mississippi Corridor and if anyone is interested in the announcement to let him 
know. 

 
iv. Chair Welch reported that the MPCA has what it calls its 10-year intensive watershed 

monitoring and that in 2010 the Bassett Creek Watershed is part of that monitoring. He said 
that Brooke Asleson of the MPCA contacted him regarding the BCWMC convening a meeting 
to discuss what monitoring and data exists and what data needs there may be. Ms. Herbert 
reported that she will work with Ms. Asleson to coordinate the meeting. 

 
B. Commissioners:  

i. Mr. Asche reported that the Plymouth Creek water quality project started yesterday with tree 
removal and that the dewatering process will start next week. He commented that the 
Commission should consider the project as a tour stop in its next watershed tour.  

 
C. Committees: Education Committee: 

 

i. Ms. Langsdorf announced that the Committee expects the salt article to be written and 
marketed in early January.  
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ii. Ms. Langsdorf stated that the Committee decided it is not ready to recommend that the 
BCWMC sign the NEMO charter because there isn’t anyone available to attend the meetings 
at this time. 

 
 
iii. Ms. Langsdorf announced that the next BCWMC Education Committee meeting is January 

7th in the Council Conference Room at Golden Valley City Hall at 9:00 a.m.  
 
iv. Ms. Langsdorf said at the last Joint Education and Public Outreach Committee meeting the 

group continued working on the education plan, which will be ready in a few months. 
 
v. Ms. Langsdorf said the Committee recommends that the new administrative services 

contractor assist with education activities. Chair Welch commented that he did add 
educational activities into the scope of services listed in the RFP. 
 

D. Counsel:  
i. Mr. LeFevere stated that the first draft of the easement agreement from the BPA had a lot of 

problems. He said the BPA then separated the tunnel easement into a separate document. He 
said the tunnel easement is an easement for the City of Minneapolis. He reminded the 
Commission that the BCWMC doesn’t have easements and doesn’t have the legal authority 
under its Joint Power Agreement to have easements. Mr. LeFevere said the City of 
Minneapolis is obligated under contract to maintain the tunnel easement. He said the 
agreement is now coming along well and he thinks the City will end up with an easement 
better than it had before. Mr. LeFevere remarked that it looks like the BPA will allow access 
to the tunnel in emergencies by trenching down to it. He said the next draft is due in the next 
week or so and he expects it will all be sorted out before the Commission’s January meeting. 

 
ii. Mr. LeFevere said he received the dividend check from the League of Minnesota Cities 

Insurance Trust and he passed it on to Treasurer Loomis. 
 

E. Engineer: No communications. 
 
9.  Adjournment 
 

Acting Commissioner Thornton moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Loomis seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________     _____ _________________________________________ 
Michael Welch, Chair                            Date Amy Herbert, Recorder                         Date 
 
 
_______________________________     _____ 
Pauline Langsdorf, Secretary                Date  
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TO: Pauline Langsdorf
Bassett Creek Water Management Commission
8100 33rd Avenue North
Crystal, MN 55427

Re: Joint Education and Public Outreach Committee

Date Description Debit Credit Total

13-Jan-09 Communications subcmte meeting Panera 16.12 16.12
Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 320.65 336.77

2-Feb-09 Communications subcmte meeting JASS 325.05 661.82
10-Feb-09 Joint Meeting Panera 12.04 673.86

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 707.55 1,381.41
28-Feb-09 Rain garden workshop coordination JASS 202.95 1,584.36

Mar-May 2009 Edits, coordination Ten Things brochure JASS 137.50 1,721.86
2-Jun-09 Joint Meeting Lunds 9.99 1,731.85

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 323.23 2,055.08
30-Jun-09 Rain garden workshop coordination JASS 222.49 2,277.57
31-Jul-09 Ten Things  brochure coordination JASS 116.05 2,393.62
15-Jul-09 Joint Meeting Panera 13.01 2,406.63

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 348.44 2,755.07
30-Sep-09 Investigate, attend NEMO meeting JASS 179.10 2,934.17
13-Oct-09 Joint Meeting Lunds 9.99 2,944.16

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 613.32 3,557.48
20-Oct-09 Outreach Plan subcmte 3,557.48

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 298.65 3,856.13
10-Nov-09 Joint Meeting Lunds 13.98 3,870.11

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 480.04 4,350.15
24-Nov-09 Outreach Plan subcmte 4,350.15

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 278.85 4,629.00
8-Dec-09 Joint Meeting Lunds 17.97 4,646.97

Meeting coordination and attendance JASS 799.81 5,446.78

Bassett Creek Share x .20 1,089.36
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3235 Fernbrook Lane 
Plymouth MN  55447

January 8, 2010

P:\Mpls\23 MN\27\2327051\WorkFiles\Commission Packets\2010\01-21-2010 Mtg\Invoices\Invoice-JASS-Bassett Creek 
invoice_2009Bassett 2009
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RESOLUTION NO. 10-01 
 
 
Member    introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REIMBURSEMENT TO THE BASSET CREEK 
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 2.5% OF THE 2009 TAX LEVY, 
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
(CIP) PROJECTS AND APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF THE FUNDS FROM THE 
CIP ACCOUNT TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE ACCOUNT 
 
  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission of 
the Cities of Crystal, Golden Valley, Medicine Lake, Minneapolis, Minnetonka, New 
Hope, Plymouth, Robbinsdale, and St. Louis Park that: 
 

1. The Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (BCWMC) will be 
reimbursed $20,000.00, which is 2.5% of the BCWMC’s tax request in the 
amount of $800,000 to Hennepin County for collection in 2009, for 
administrative expenses for Capital Improvement Projects. 

 
2. The Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission directs its Deputy 

Treasurer to transfer the reimbursed funds from the Commission’s CIP 
Account to its Administrative Account. 

 
 

 
 
 

Chair    Date  
 

Attest: 
 
 
      
Secretary   Date 
 
 
 
The motion for adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Member    
and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   and 
the following voted against the same    whereupon said resolution was declared 
duly passed and adopted.  
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Memorandum 
To:   Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 

From:  Barr Engineering Company 

Subject: Item 5A – Golden Valley Country Club Pond Dredging/Creek Stabilization: Golden Valley 

BCWMC January 21, 2010 Meeting Agenda 

Date:  January 12, 2010 

Project: 23/27 051 2009 003 

5A. Golden Valley Country Club Pond Dredging/Creek 

Stabilization: Golden Valley  

Summary  

Proposed Work: Pond dredging and creek stabilization 

Basis for Commission Review: Work below floodplain 

Change in Impervious Surface: Not applicable  

Recommendation: Conditional approval 

 

General Background & Comments 

A request was received by City of Golden Valley for review of a concept plan for the above-referenced 

project. The City of Golden Valley has requested use of Channel Maintenance funds (up to $100,000) for 

the bank stabilization portion of the project. The project includes excavation of 2,800 cubic yards of 

sediment that has accumulated within the pond and stabilizing 100 feet of the stream bank along the Main 

Stem of Bassett Creek in the vicinity of the pond. Proposed improvements also include a vegetated buffer 

strip along the easterly side of the pond. 

 Floodplain 

The existing 100-year flood elevation of Bassett Creek is approximately 874.0 at the project site (Bassett 

Creek Watershed Management Plan).  

Wetlands 

The City of Golden Valley is the Local Government Unit (LGU) responsible for review of the project for 

conformance to the MN Wetland Conservation Act. The City will issue a No-Loss decision to the 

Technical Evaluation Committee.  
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To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From: Barr Engineering Company 
Subject: Item 5A – GVCC Pond Dredging/Creek stabilization 
Date: January 12, 2010 
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Stormwater Management 

A city storm sewer discharges to the pond. The project will remove accumulated sediment in the 

stormwater pond. The pond discharges directly to the Main Stem of Bassett Creek.    

Water Quality Management  

The pond dredging and streambank stabilization will improve the water quality of Bassett Creek by 

reducing erosion and increasing the dead storage of the existing pond. 

Erosion and Sediment Control 

Temporary erosion control features include silt fence, biorolls, ditch checks, and inlet protection.  

Recommendation 

Conditional approval based on following comments:  

a. Installation details and locations of temporary BMPs identified in narrative must be shown on the 

drawings. 

b. Dredge spoils must be disposed above the 100-year flood elevation (approx 874.0 at the project site). 

c. Applicant shall clarify how proposed berm along Bassett Creek will be stabilized.  

d. Contractor shall minimize disturbance of creek channel during construction. 
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Memorandum 
To:   Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Barr Engineering Company 
Subject: Item 5B – TruStone Financial Federal Credit Union: Golden Valley  

BCWMC January 21, 2010 Meeting Agenda 
Date:  January 12, 2010 
Project: 23/27 051 2009 003 

5B. TruStone Financial Federal Credit Union: Golden Valley  
Summary  
Proposed Work: Commercial redevelopment 
Basis for Commission Review: Work below floodplain 
Change in Impervious Surface: Not applicable  
Recommendation: Provided at BCWMC Meeting 
 

General Background & Comments 

A request was received by City of Golden Valley for review of the above-referenced project. The project 
is located southwest of Boone Avenue and 7th Street North and includes the construction of a commercial 
building, parking lot, utility improvements and three bioretention basins. Grading is proposed on the 
entire 1.07 acre parcel. Impervious area will be increased approximately 1,700 sq. ft. as part of the 
project. The 100-year flood elevation is 888.0 ft in the vicinity of the project. Although mitigation was 
provided by the City of Golden Valley as part of the TH 55/Boone Avenue Floodplain Mitigation Project 
(BCWMC 2003-25A), the project requires approval from the BCWMC due to the location of the project 
in the delineated floodplain of the creek.  

Recommendation 

The submittal deadline for items included on the January agenda was December 25, 2009. The 
application form was received shortly before preparation of this memorandum. The City of Golden 
Valley has requested this project be reviewed during the January BCWMC meeting. Recommendations 
will be provided at the BCWMC meeting after staff has reviewed the project drawings.  
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Memorandum 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Barr Engineering Company 
Subject:  Agenda Item 6B – City of Crystal Local Surface Water Management Plan Approval 
Date:  January 14, 2010  
Project:  23/27 051 2009 071 
 

6B. City of Crystal Local Surface Water Management Plan 
Approval 

Recommended/requested Commission actions:  

1. Adopt Resolution 10-02 approving City of Crystal’s Local Surface Water Management Plan 

City of Crystal Local Surface Water Management Plan (LSWMP) Approval 
The Commission sent its comments on the draft City of Crystal LSWMP in late October 2009 (memo 

dated October 16, 2009). The city’s response to the comments are contained in a letter dated December 

23, 2009 (letter is attached to this memo), along with a revised draft of the LSWMP.  

Upon review of the responses, Commission staff found all of the responses and related LSWMP revisions 

to be satisfactory, with the exception of two items—one regarding the city’s response to Comment 11 and 

the other regarding the city’s response to Comment 19. The Commission’s Comment 11 included a 

recommendation that a policy in the LSWMP be expanded to include all of the types of projects that are 

subject to Commission review. In response, the city developed a table (Appendix D) that compares the 

regulatory standards of the city and the WMOs in the city. The table should be a useful tool for the city, 

but it was missing a listing of the types of projects that require Commission review, and there were other 

clarifications that were needed regarding Commission requirements. The city agreed to add the additional 

information to the table and make other revisions; staff expects to receive the revised table before the 

January 21, 2009 Commission meeting. The Commission’s Comment 19 recommended that the city’s 

minimum building elevation policy be revised to include waterbodies not categorized as “basins” or 

“facilities.” In the city’s response, they indicated that no change was necessary. After discussing with the 

city’s consultant our concern that the policy would not apply to structures adjacent to the creek, the city 
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To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
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Subject:  Agenda Item 6B – City of Crystal Local Surface Water Management Plan Approval 
Date:  January 14, 2010 
Page:  2 
 
 

P:\Mpls\23 MN\27\2327051\WorkFiles\Commission Packets\2010\01-21-2010 Mtg\Word documents\6B_Crystal LSWMP.docx 

agreed to revise the policy to cover structures adjacent to a “waterbody or watercourse.” Staff received 

revised text from the city that confirms this change has been made.  

With the above revisions, and assuming we receive the revised table before the Commission meeting, 

staff recommends that the Commission adopt Resolution 10-02 approving the City of Crystal LSWMP. 







 1 

 
BASSETT CREEK WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. _10-02_____ 
 
 
  A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE LOCAL PLAN PREPARED 

BY THE CITY OF CRYSTAL 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Bassett Creek Water Management Commission has been organized as a 
joint powers watershed management organization pursuant to the authority set forth in Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 103B.211, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commission has prepared a water management plan, which has been 
reviewed by all appropriate state and local agencies and has been approved by the Board of Water 
and Soil Resources, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the water management plan of the Commission and Minnesota Statutes 
require that local water management plans be prepared as required by Minnesota Statutes, Section 
103B.235 and in accordance with Minnesota Rules, Chapter 8410, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Plymouth has prepared and submitted to the Commission the City's 
local water management plan, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Section 103B.235, Subd. 3 authorizes the watershed 
management organization to review and approve local water management plans and to take other 
actions necessary to assure that the local plan is in conformance with the Commission’s plan and 
the standards set forth therein, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the Bassett Creek Water Management 
Commission, as follows: 
 
 1. The Crystal Local Surface Water Management Plan dated December 2009, as 
amended, is hereby approved. 
 
 2. This Commission has reviewed the plan and hereby determines that the plan has 
been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, Section 103B.235 and 
Minnesota Rules 8410.0160 and 8410.0170, and contains the requirements for local plans. 
 
 3. In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 103B.235, Subd. 4, the Crystal plan 
shall be adopted and implemented by the City within 120 days of this action, and the City shall 
amend its official controls in accordance with the plan within 180 days. 
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 4. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 103B.235, Subd. 5, and consistent with the 
Bassett Creek Water Management Plan, the City shall submit amendments to the local water 
management plan to this Commission for review and approval in accordance with State Statutes 
and Minnesota Rules. 
 
  
 
 

__________________________________ 
        Chair    Date 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Secretary   Date 
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Memorandum 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Barr Engineering Company 
Subject:  Item 6C – Resource Management Plan Status Update 
Date:  January 14, 2010  
Project:  23/27 051 2009 616 
 

6C. Resource Management Plan Status Update 
Recommended/requested Commission actions:  

1. Authorize Barr to prepare the protocols for further evaluation of the projects in the RMP, include 
the protocols in the RMP, and submit the final RMP to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Resource Management Plan Status Update – Meeting with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
On January 12, 2010 representatives of the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission—

Commissioners Michael Welch, Jim DeLambert and Daniel Stauner, and Len Kremer and Jeff Lee from 

Barr Engineering—met with Joe Yanta, Melissa Jenny and Brad Johnson from the St. Paul District of the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE).  The meeting was intended to provide an opportunity for BCMWC 

and COE to develop a mutually satisfactory approach to 1) obtaining final approval of the Resource 

Management Plan (RMP) from the COE, and 2) developing a plan for addressing cultural resource issues 

that are required for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 

final permitting approvals for each of the projects included in the RMP. The preparation of the RMP for 

the Commission projects was recommended by the COE and approval of the plan will streamline the 

project permitting process with the COE. 

The outcome of the meeting was that the BCWMC would draft protocols that would outline data 

collection that might need to be completed by the Commission, other permitting that will need to be 

completed and plan submittals that will be needed to obtain final approval.  Based upon the discussions in 

the meeting the primary focus of the process would be to define the level of survey for architectural, 

archeological, and cultural sites that are potentially significant, as well as wetland delineations, for areas 

that could be impacted by the implementation projects. 
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Based on the discussions at the meeting and subsequent discussions with COE staff, the protocols will 

address the comments the COE received regarding the RMP. The protocols need to be added to the RMP 

document and the final RMP would then be submitted to the COE for their approval. 

Staff estimates that preparing the protocols, including the protocols in the RMP, and submitting the final 

RMP to the COE would cost $1,500. 



 

Memorandum    
 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Technical Advisory Committee 
Subject:  January 7, 2010 Meeting 
Date:  January 8, 2010 
Project:  23/27-051 2009 
 
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on January 7, 2010. The following TAC members, 
city representatives, and staff attended the meeting: 

City TAC Members/Alternates Other City Representatives 
 Crystal  Tom Mathisen  
 Golden Valley  Jeff Oliver  
 Medicine Lake  Vacant position Ted Hoshal 
 Minneapolis  Pat Byrne  
 Minnetonka  Lee Gustafson Liz Stout 
 New Hope  Guy Johnson  
 Plymouth  Bob Moberg  
 Robbinsdale  Absent  
 St. Louis Park  Laura Adler  
 BCWMC Staff  Len Kremer  
Also in attendance, Jack Frost (Metropolitan Council) 

The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) directed staff to forward the following recommendations 
to the Commission for its consideration. This memorandum presents TAC recommendations 
regarding 2010 Channel Maintenance Fund requests, revised Bassett Creek Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP), the 2011 Capital Improvement Projects and maintenance of watershed projects.  
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1. 2010 Channel Maintenance Fund Requests  

The City of New Hope submitted a request for $16,448 from the channel maintenance fund for the 

Northwood West Inlet Cleaning Project and the City of Golden Valley requested up to $100,000 from 

the channel maintenance fund for stabilization of a reach of Bassett Creek and dredging of a pond 

adjacent to the creek in the Golden Valley Country Club. Copies of the two requests are attached.   

Recommendation  

• The TAC recommends that the Commission approve the request from the City of New 

Hope for $16,448 for the Northwood West Inlet Cleaning Project and the request from 

the City of Golden Valley for up to $100,000 for the Bassett Creek Channel Stabilization 

and Pond Dredging project in the Golden Valley Country Club. It is recommended that 

the City of Golden Valley update the Commission on the project cost as more detailed 

estimates are developed and the contractor’s bids become available.  
 

2. Comments on Proposed Revisions to the Capital Improvements Program 
and 2011 Capital Improvement Project 

The TAC reviewed the Bassett Creek CIP that was approved by the Commission in 2009. There was 
discussion about how the CIP was originally developed and why projects were scheduled to be 
completed as proposed in the current CIP. That CIP included proposed dredging of the pond (project 
NL-2) at Highway 169 and County Road 9 in the Northwood Lake watershed to be completed in 
2011. This is the most significant proposed water quality improvement feature in the Northwood 
Lake watershed. The pond is located southwest of the intersection of Highway 169 and County Road 
9 in the City of Plymouth. Pond NL-2 is in the City of Plymouth and the City would be ordered to 
dredge the pond if this water quality improvement feature is approved by the Commission. The City 
of Plymouth representative indicated that this project is not in the current Plymouth CIP and that the 
City would prefer that the project be moved back to 2013 so the City could modify their CIP. The 
TAC agreed that the recommended Bassett CIP should be revised.  

The City of Golden Valley indicated that the Main Stem Bassett Creek restoration project scheduled 
for 2012 could be completed in 2011. The City of Crystal indicated that the North Branch Bassett 
Creek restoration project scheduled for 2013 could be completed in 2012. The TAC agreed that the 
recommendation to the Commission should be that the Bassett Creek CIP be revised to reflect these 
changes. The proposed revised Bassett Creek CIP is attached.  

There was also discussion about how projects identified in the three TMDL studies will be added to 
the CIP. It was noted that the Commission has not adopted specific guidelines for prioritizing the 
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new TMDL implementation projects in relation to the remaining water quality improvement projects 
in the CIP. Each year in December, the cities are contacted and asked if there are any recommended 
changes to the Bassett CIP and any recommendations received from the cities are discussed at the 
January TAC meeting. The TAC concluded that the recommendations to the Commission regarding 
the Bassett CIP should also suggest that a process be developed and adopted regarding how 
modifications to the CIP will be made to incorporate the TMDL implementation projects and 
prioritize all of the projects in the CIP. 

Recommendation  

•  The TAC recommends that the Commission approve a revised CIP that changes the time of 
completion of the 2011-2013 projects as follows: revise the schedule for the Northwood Lake 
project, NL-2 from 2011 to 2013; revise the schedule for the Main Stem Channel Restoration 
project, scheduled for 2012 to 2011; and revise the schedule for the North Branch Channel 
Restoration project scheduled for 2013 to 2012. If the revised CIP is approved, a feasibility 
report and a minor plan amendment will be need to be completed before the July 2010 
Commission meeting for the Main Stem Channel Restoration project.  

• The TAC recommends that the Commission prepare and adopt a process to incorporate 
projects identified in the TMDL studies into the CIP and to prioritize them with respect to the 
other projects in the CIP. Since three TMDL studies will be completed in 2010, several 
TMDL implementation projects may be recommended before the TAC meeting in January 
2011, so this process should be developed before the end of 2010. 

3. Maintenance of Commission Projects  
There was considerable discussion about the first issue that the Commission asked the TAC to review 
regarding maintenance, the need for permanent easements for future maintenance. Each of the city 
policies regarding the issue varied considerably. The TAC concluded that the discussion of the 
various issues regarding maintenance needed to start with a tabulation summarizing each city’s 
policies regarding each of the issues. The TAC agreed that the recommendation to the Commission 
should request that this information be collected and summarized for consideration at the next TAC 
meeting.   

Recommendation 

• The TAC recommends that the Commission authorize the recording secretary to send a list of 
the issues regarding maintenance to each of the TAC representatives and request their 
comments on each issue and when the comments are returned tabulate the responses for 
consideration at the next TAC meeting.  

  











City of New Hope
Channel Maintenance Funds Request – Northwood Inlet Cleaning

Project Status
This project was approved by New Hope City Council in June 2009. The project was awarded to
the low responsible bidder in August 2009.
access trail construction, was completed in November and December 2009. The sediment
excavation work is anticipated to begin sometime in January 2010, or after freeze

Project Costs
The total bid construction cost for the project was $37,370.06.
with the construction of the access trail. The remaining $3
maintenance activities at the site

Using an estimated 25% of construction costs to cover indirect expenses, the total project cost is
estimated at approximately $46,700.
approximately $37,700.

Funding Request
According to your November 30, 2009 memo regarding the Allocation of Available Channel
Maintenance Funds, it appears $16,448 is available for New Hope to use towards maintenance of
the North Branch.

Whether the construction of the access trail is conside
not, it appears that the costs will exceed the maximum allotment to the City of New Hope.
Therefore, we are requesting that the use of the $16,448 be approved for the Northwood West
Inlet Cleaning project.

Please consider this request for use of the funds available to New Hope for
to contact me at the number below if you have any questions or concerns about this letter or the
project itself.

Sincerely,

BONESTROO

Jason P. Quisberg, P.E.
New Hope City Engineer
651.604.4938

Attachments: Figure 1 – Project Location
Figure 2 – Project Details
Project Area Photos
Project Bid Tabulation

copy: Guy Johnson, Public Works Director

Northwood Inlet Cleaning

d by New Hope City Council in June 2009. The project was awarded to
the low responsible bidder in August 2009. A portion of the work, including the site clearing and
access trail construction, was completed in November and December 2009. The sediment

ation work is anticipated to begin sometime in January 2010, or after freeze-up.

The total bid construction cost for the project was $37,370.06. Of this, $7,177.56 is associated
with the construction of the access trail. The remaining $30,192.50 is related to the needed
maintenance activities at the site (see enclosed Project Bid Tabulation).

Using an estimated 25% of construction costs to cover indirect expenses, the total project cost is
estimated at approximately $46,700. The total for that relating to the maintenance activities is

According to your November 30, 2009 memo regarding the Allocation of Available Channel
Maintenance Funds, it appears $16,448 is available for New Hope to use towards maintenance of

Whether the construction of the access trail is considered part of the maintenance activities or
not, it appears that the costs will exceed the maximum allotment to the City of New Hope.
Therefore, we are requesting that the use of the $16,448 be approved for the Northwood West

consider this request for use of the funds available to New Hope for this project
to contact me at the number below if you have any questions or concerns about this letter or the

Project Location
Project Details

hotos
Project Bid Tabulation

Guy Johnson, Public Works Director

Page 2
December 9, 2009

d by New Hope City Council in June 2009. The project was awarded to
A portion of the work, including the site clearing and

access trail construction, was completed in November and December 2009. The sediment
up.

is associated
is related to the needed

Using an estimated 25% of construction costs to cover indirect expenses, the total project cost is
at relating to the maintenance activities is

According to your November 30, 2009 memo regarding the Allocation of Available Channel
Maintenance Funds, it appears $16,448 is available for New Hope to use towards maintenance of

red part of the maintenance activities or
not, it appears that the costs will exceed the maximum allotment to the City of New Hope.
Therefore, we are requesting that the use of the $16,448 be approved for the Northwood West

project. Feel free
to contact me at the number below if you have any questions or concerns about this letter or the
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Memorandum 
To:   Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 

From:  Barr Engineering Company 

Subject: Item 6E.i – Wirth Lake TMDL Update 

Date:  January 14, 2010 

Project: 23/27 051 2009 506 

 

6E.i Wirth Lake TMDL Update 
Recommended/requested Commission actions:  

1. Information only, no action needed. 

Wirth Lake TMDL Update 

Working under the TMDL contract with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), Barr 
Engineering staff are nearing completion of the draft TMDL Report/Implementation Plan for Wirth Lake. 
To-date, the water quantity/quality modeling, TMDL computations and stakeholder participation process 
have been completed and the necessary improvement options have been identified. Barr’s TMDL contract 
has been extended to the end of January, 2010 to complete the report and final public meeting.  
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Technical Memorandum 
To:   Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Barr Engineering Company 
Subject: Bassett Creek E. Coli Bacteria Monitoring 2009 
Date:  January 14, 2010 
Project: 23/27-0051.30-2009-507 
 

Summary 

During the months of June, July, August, and September of 2009, Barr Engineering Co. collected water 

samples at six locations along Bassett’s Creek (Figure 1) to determine the presence and quantity of 

bacteria in the stream.  The samples were analyzed at the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Lab in 

St. Paul for Escherichia coli (E. coli) bacteria.  All samples tested contained E. coli, ranging from 17 

organisms (most probable number or MPN) per 100 milliliters (mL) to a maximum of more than 2,400 

MPN/100mL. Test results for all samples are shown in Table 1 and all values are in MPN/100mL.  The E. 

coli data are graphically presented in Figures 2 through 8.  In 2009, the geometric means by sampling 

date and sampling location consistently exceeded the state water quality standards (see Table 1). 

Background 

In response to the listing of Bassett Creek as impaired for fecal coliform, E. coli sampling of Bassett 

Creek began in July 2008 and is slated to continue through June 2010. The Commission and the MPCA 

are cooperating in this effort—the Commission is paying for the sample collection, while the MPCA is 

paying for the laboratory analysis of the samples. 

Samples were collected in 250mL plastic bottles provided by MDH directly from the stream, utilizing 

disposable gloves.  The bottles were uncapped and filled underwater, temporarily capped and brought to 

the surface, then excess water poured off to reach the ‘fill line’.  Samples were put on ice immediately 

after collection and delivered directly to the MDH lab after completion of sampling at the sixth site. 
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Technical Memorandum 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From: Barr Engineering Co.  
Subject: Bassett Creek E. Coli Monitoring 2009 
Date: January 14, 2010 
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A laboratory error occurred on the September 1 sampling event when all samples were analyzed for P/A 

(presence or absence) of total coliform and E. coli rather than for numbers of E. coli bacteria. All stations 

on September 1 tested positive (P-present) for total coliform and E. coli. An additional September sample 

event was added on September 21 to attain three sample events with numerical E. coli data during 

September. 

E. coli bacteria were present in Bassett Creek during all 2009 sample events. Higher densities were 

observed following rainstorms, but bacteria were consistently present in the stream during the lengthy dry 

periods that occurred during 2009. No significant rainfall occurred for several weeks prior to the June 3 

monitoring event and the density of E. coli bacteria ranged from 27 MPN/100 mL at Site 1 to 1,000 

MPN/100 mLat Site 5. The greatest number of E. coli bacteria occurred on June 25, July 15, and July 22, 

when rainfall was observed on the day of and/or the day prior to sampling (Table 2). Geometric mean E. 

coli on these three dates ranged from 1,471 MPN/100 mL to over 2,400 MPN/100 mL, compared with 

315 MPN/100 mL to 649 MPN/100 mL on the other sample dates. Stream velocity also appears to 

influence the number of bacteria observed.  A comparison of the bacterial counts from Site #3, a very 

slow-flowing pool with soil banks, and Site #6, a swift-flowing rip-rapped section, indicates the 

geometric mean E. coli bacteria was 1,350 MPN/100 mL at Site 3 and 149 MPN/100 mL at Site 6. 

Bacteria density was higher in the slower flowing reach. 

Under Minnesota state standards (Minnesota Rules Chapter 7050), E. coli is not to exceed 126 organisms 

(MPN)/100 mL as a geometric mean of not less than five samples representative of conditions within any 

calendar month, nor shall more than ten percent of all samples taken during any calendar month 

individually exceed 1,260 organisms (MPN)/100 mL.  The standard applies only between April 1 and 

October 31.   

Because only three samples were collected at each site in each month of monitoring (rather than five), the 

monthly geometric mean for each sampling location was not computed.  Instead, two other geometric 

means were computed, and are shown in Table 1: 

• The geometric mean of the data for each sampling date that included all of the sampling locations 

• The geometric mean of the data for each sampling location that included all of the sampling dates 

In 2009, the geometric means by sampling date and sampling location were consistently greater than 126 

MPN/100 mL (see Table 1).  

Table 1 also shows the individual samples that exceeded 1,260 organisms per 100 mL in 2009. 



Technical Memorandum 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From: Barr Engineering Co.  
Subject: Bassett Creek E. Coli Monitoring 2009 
Date: January 14, 2010 
Page: 4 
 
 
Table 1: E. Coli Data, MPN / 100mL 

Date 

STORET ID 
s005-
012 

s005-
013 

s005-
014 

s005-
015 

s005-
016 

s005-
017 

Geometric 
Mean by 

Date Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 
6/3/2009 27 140   580 1,000 110 189 
6/10/2009 91 160 1,000 180 410 49 194 
6/25/2009 >2,400 >2,400 >2,400 >2,400 >2,400 >2,400 >2,400 
7/15/2009 440 980 2,400 2,400 2,400 1,700 1,471 
7/22/2009 520 330 1,700 1,600 2,419 980 1,017 
7/29/2009 140 55 >2,400 390 280 17 180 
8/5/2009 99 650 520 1,400 260 96 325 
8/12/2009 170 93 310 410 260 47 170 
8/24/2009 41 140 520 550 240 89 181 
9/8/2009 340 330 >2,400 2,000 370 32 431 
9/15/2009 38 650 >2,400 2,400 1,700 310 649 
9/21/2009 60 220 2,400 2,000 490 79 367 

Geometric 
Mean by 
Site 147 292 1,350 1,011 669 149 424 
   site dry/no sample collected.    

    1,700     data in bold indicates individual samples that exceeded 1,260 MPN/100mL 
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Table 2: Additional Site and Weather Data 

Date 
Barr 

Sampler Sampler's Recorded Weather  

Day of 
Sampling 
Rainfall 

(in) 

Previous 
Day 

Rainfall 
(in) 

E. Coli 
MPN/100mL
Geometric 
Mean by 

Date 

6/3/2009 MAH2 
48F, clear, no significant rain in several 
weeks 0 0 189 

6/10/2009 MAH2 
57F, cloudy, sprinkles, rainfall: June 6,7 and 
8 0.02 T 194 

6/25/2009 MAH2 70F, some rain last night 0.17 0.16 >2,400 
7/15/2009 MAH2 70F, cloudy 0 0.04 1,471 
7/22/2009 MAH2 65F, clear, rain 7/21 pm 0.24 0.92 1,017 
7/29/2009 DJM 60-70F, clear T 0 180 
8/5/2009 DJM 70-75F, clear 0 0 325 
8/12/2009 DJM 70-80F,clear, heavy rainfall 8/7 and 8/8 0 0 170 
8/24/2009 DJM 

65-75F, 50% cloudy, rainfall during past 9 
days 0 0 181 

9/8/2009 DJM 65F, clear  0 0 431 
9/15/2009 DJM 58-68F, clear 0 0 649 
9/21/2009 DJM 60F, cloudy T 0 367 
* Rainfall data from http://climate.umn.edu/doc/twin_cities/msp2000's.htm   

 

Table 3:  Summary of September 2009 Discharge Monitoring Data 

STORET ID 
Discharge, CFS 

s005-
012 

s005-
013 

s005-
014 

s005-
015 

s005-
016 

s005-
017 Avg. by 

Date Date Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 
9/8/2009 0.189 1.43 0.003 1.36 2.23 4.92 1.69 
9/15/2009 0.02 1.19 0.007 2.01 1.95 4.91 1.68 
9/21/2009 0.02 0.97 0.006 1.03 1.29 3.60 1.15 

Avg. by Site 0.08 1.20 0.01 1.47 1.82 4.48 1.51 
 CFS: cubic feet per second 
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2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 1
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Figure 2. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 1 

2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 2
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Figure 3. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 2 
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2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 3
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Figure 4. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 3 

2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 4
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Figure 5. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 4 
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2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 5
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Figure 6. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 5 

2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 6
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Figure 7. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli:  Site 6
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Figure 8. 2009 Bassett Creek E. Coli
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Sampling Locations: 

#1 (STORET ID s005-012) 

Location: Plymouth Creek, north of parking lot of building at north corner of Industrial Park Blvd and 

Teakwood Ln., Plymouth. 

Stream conditions: Gravel and silt bottom, often shallow flow 

 

#2 (STORET ID s005-013) 

Location: Bassett Creek Main Stem, south of end of Rhode Island Ave., 1 block south of Phoenix St., 

Golden Valley; downstream of culverts under railroad embankment. 

Stream conditions: Gravel and silt bottom, often shallow flow 

 

#3 (STORET ID s005-014) 

Location: North Branch of Bassett Creek, just north of 32nd Ave N between Brunswick Ave and Adair 

Ave, Crystal. 

Stream conditions: Silt bottom, very slow to almost stagnant flow in pool caused by woody debris dam in 

front of box culverts under 32nd Ave N. 

 

#4 (STORET ID s005-015) 

Location: Bassett Creek Main Stem, approximately 1,000 ft upstream of junction with Bassett Creek 

North Branch, near a red house near Golden Valley / Crystal boundary. 

Stream conditions: Generally fast flowing, gravel/sand bottom.  Waterfowl often present near sampling 

site. 

 

#5 (STORET ID s005-016) 

Location: Bassett Creek Main Stem, back yard of 3900 Bassett Creek Drive, Golden Valley. 

Stream conditions: Silt and sand bottom, usually gently flowing. 

 

#6 (STORET ID s005-017) 

Location: Bassett Creek Main Stem, at Met Council WOMP station at (closed) Irving Ave. bridge north 

of city impound lot, Minneapolis. 

Stream conditions: Rip rap bottom, generally fast flowing.  
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