
 

 
 
 
 
 

 A g e n d a 
11:30 a.m., Thursday, May 19, 2011 

Golden Valley City Hall – 7800 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley 55427 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA - Items marked with an asterisk ( * ) will be acted on by 

one motion. There will be no discussion of the Consent Agenda items unless a commissioner requests. 
 

3. CITIZEN INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

4. ADMINISTRATION 

A. Presentation of April 21
st
 meeting minutes * 

B. Presentation of Financial Statements *  

C. Presentation of Invoices for Payment Approval  

i. Kennedy & Graven – Legal Services through 3/31/11 

ii. Barr Engineering – Engineering Services through 4/29/11 

iii. Watershed Consulting, LLC – Geoff Nash Administrator Services through 3/31/11 

iv. Amy Herbert – April Administrative Services 

v. D’amico-ACE Catering – May 2011 Meeting Catering 

vi. Judy Arginteanu – Education Articles – Education/ Public Outreach 

vii. City of Plymouth – Three Panel Water Quality Display – Education/ Public Outreach 

viii. Hamline University – 2011 WaterShed Partners Participation 

ix. MMKR – Progress Billing on 2010 Audit 

D. Approve and Authorize Distribution of Final BCWMC 2010 Annual Report  

E. Receive and File and Authorize Distribution of BCWMC’s 2010 Financial Audit 

F. Execute Contract with the Metropolitan Council Environmental Services for 2011 CAMP Participation 

G. Discuss Contract for 2011 and 2012 Engineering and Technical Services 

H. Execute Contact with Hennepin County Environmental Services for 2011 River Watch Participation 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Request for Financial Involvement with an Emergency Trail 

Repair at the Wirth Lake Treatment Basin (verbal report) 

B. Discuss Draft 2012 BCWMC Operating Budget (information to be distributed separately) 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

A. TAC Recommendations (see 5/9/11 TAC memo and draft RFQ for Consulting Services to the BCWMC ) 

i. a.  Proposed BCWMC Response to Comments on the Sweeney Lake TMDL (information to be 

distributed separately) 

b.   BCWMC’s Role as Categorical Wasteload Implementer for TMDLs 

c.  Policy Changes Needed to Implement TMDL 

ii. RFQ for Engineering and Technical Services  

iii. BCWMC’s Role in Advising Property Owners about Water Quality Sampling in the Bassett 

Creek Watershed 

B. Discuss Management Options for Twin Lake (see Barr Engineering memo) 

C. Discuss Major Plan Amendment Schedule (see Barr Engineering memo) 

D. Discuss Possible New Water Quality Policies  (see 5/10/11 memo by Administrator Nash)    
 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Chair 

B. Administrator (see Administrator’s report) 

C. Commissioners 

D. Committees 

E. Counsel Engineer 
 

8. INFORMATION ONLY 

A. May 2011 Bassett Creek Watershed Erosion Control Inspections 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 



 

Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 

Minutes of the Meeting of April 21, 2011                                         

 

1.  Call to Order 
 

The Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (BCWMC) was called to order at 11:35 a.m., on 

Thursday, April 21, 2011, at Golden Valley City Hall by Chair Loomis. Ms. Herbert conducted roll call.  

 

Roll Call 

Crystal Commissioner Pauline Langsdorf Administrator Geoff Nash 

Golden Valley Commissioner Linda Loomis, Chair Counsel Charlie LeFevere 

Medicine Lake Commissioner Ted Hoshal Engineer Karen Chandler 

Minneapolis Commissioner Michael Welch, Treasurer Recorder Amy Herbert 

Minnetonka Absent  

New Hope Commissioner John Elder  

Plymouth Commissioner Ginny Black, Vice Chair   

Robbinsdale Absent  

St. Louis Park Commissioner Jim de Lambert, Secretary  

   

Also present: Laura Adler, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of St. Louis Park 

 Caroline Amplatz, Caroline’s Kids Foundation 

Derek Asche, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Plymouth 

 Jack Frost, Metropolitan Council Environmental Services 

 Christopher Gise, Watershed Resident 

 Kari Geurts, Caroline’s Kids Foundation 

Dave Hanson, Alternate Commissioner, City of Golden Valley 

 Len Kremer, Barr Engineering Company 

Tom Mathisen, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Crystal 

 Richard McCoy, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Robbinsdale 

 Jeff Oliver, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Golden Valley 

 Al Sarvi, New Hope Resident 

 Liz Stout, BCWMC Technical Advisory Committee, City of Minnetonka 

  

2. Approval of Agenda and Consent Agenda 

Commissioner Black moved to approve the Consent Agenda and the Agenda. Commissioner Elder 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with seven votes in favor [Cities of Minnetonka 

and Robbinsdale absent from vote].  
 

3.  Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 

No citizen input on non-agenda items. 

 

4.  Administration 

A. Presentation of March 17, 2011, Meeting Minutes. The meeting minutes were approved at part of 

the Consent Agenda. 

B. Presentation of Financial Statements. The April Financial Report was received and filed as part of 

the Consent Agenda. 

The general and construction account balances reported in the April 2011 Financial Report are as 

follows:  
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Checking Account Balance $688,309.83 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND BALANCE $688,309.83 

  

Construction Account Cash Balance 2,374,743.17 

Investment due 5/13/2015 508,918.39 

Investment due 9/16/2015 512,059.83 

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT BALANCE 3,395,721.39 

-Less: Reserved for CIP projects 4,891,909.20 

Construction cash/ investments available for projects (1,496,187.81) 

 

C. Presentation of Invoices for Payment Approval. 

i. Kennedy & Graven – Legal Services through 2/28/11 – invoice for the amount of 

$1,489.80. 

ii. Barr Engineering Company – Engineering Services through 3/25/11 – invoice for the 

amount of $41,544.94. 

iii. Watershed Consulting, LLC – Geoff Nash Administrator Services through 3/31/11 – 

invoice for the amount of $3,771.30. 

iv. D’amico- ACE Catering – April BCWMC meeting catering – invoice for the amount of 

$328.32. 

v. Shingle Creek – 2011 WMWA Workshops through 4/6/11 – invoice for the amount of 

$954.53. 

vi. Shingle Creek – WMWA General Expense Quarterly Invoice – invoice for the amount of 

$150.93. 

vii. Rice Creek Watershed District – Blue Thumb brochures for Education Committee – 

invoice for the amount of $94.00. 

viii. SEH – Sweeney Lake TMDL Study through 3/15/11 – invoice for the amount of $1,222.50. 

  

 Commissioner Black moved to approve payment of all invoices clarifying that the payment for the 

 WMWA invoice for its quarterly general expenses is for the amount of $150.93. Commissioner 

 Langsdorf seconded the motion. By call of roll the motion carried unanimously with seven votes in 

 favor [Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent from vote]. 

 

D. Final Decision on 2011 CAMP Monitoring and Contract with Met Council Environmental 

Services for 2011 CAMP Program. Commissioner Black moved approving the CAMP program 

for six of the seven sites sampled in 2010 and adding a second sample site on Medicine Lake if the 

BCWMC could find the additional funds in the budget. Commissioner Hoshal seconded the 

motion. The Commission clarified that the six historical sample sites referenced in Commissioner 

Black’s motion were Medicine Lake, Northwood Lake, Sweeney Lake site one, Sweeney Lake site 

two (north), Twin Lake, and Westwood Lake The Commission discussed that the 2011 costs to 

sample a site will be $550 per lake and that new sample kits cost between $150 and $200. 

Commissioner Welch made the friendly amendment that the additional costs above the 2011 

budgeted amount for the CAMP program be invoiced to the 2011 Demonstration/ Education 

Grants budget line. Commissioners Black and Hoshal approved the friendly amendment. The 

motion carried unanimously with seven votes in favor [Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale 

absent from vote]. 

 

E. Motion Not to Waive Monetary Limits on BCWMC’s Tort Liability Insurance through LMCIT. 

Commissioner Welch moved not to waive the monetary limits on the BCWMC’s tort liability 

insurance through the LMCIT. Commissioner Black seconded the motion. The motion carried 
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unanimously with seven votes in favor [Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent from vote]. 

 

F. Execute Contract with Kennedy & Graven for Legal Services to the BCWMC for 2011-2012. 

Commissioner Welch moved to execute the contract with Kennedy & Graven for legal services to 

the BCWMC for 2011-2012. Commissioner de Lambert seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously with seven votes in favor [Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent from vote]. 

 

5. New Business 

A. Discuss Draft 2010 Annual Report. Commissioner Hoshal commented that the report should note in 

what ways the report has been streamlined from the 2009 annual report format. Administrator Nash 

said that he would mail out the draft annual report to the Commission and recommended that the 

Commission add an item to its May agenda to approve the final 2010 annual report. Chair Loomis 

directed the Commission to get its comments to Administrator Nash by Saturday, April 30
th

. 

B. Contract for 2011 and 2012 Engineering and Technical Services. Administrator Nash summarized the 

information that was e-mailed to the Commission about the Barr Engineering Company transition 

plan and he provided an overview of proposed changes to the contract in place between the 

Commission and Barr Engineering Company. Commissioner Black moved to approve the contract for 

2011 and 2012 Engineering and Technical Services using the fee schedule used in 2010. The motion 

was not seconded. Commissioner Welch asked about the mark-ups indicated in the contract’s terms 

and conditions and that were initialed by Len Kremer. Mr. Kremer said those changes to the terms 

and conditions reflected changes that were discussed with the Commission’s legal counsel and that 

were approved by the Commission in the Commission’s previous contract process with Barr 

Engineering Company. Mr. LeFevere commented that in summary he had discussed with Barr 

Engineering Company the idea that  Barr Engineering Company remove certain terms and conditions 

that limited the Company’s liability. Commissioner Welch commented that he would be more 

comfortable with delaying approval to allow the Commission more time to review the contract. Chair 

Loomis directed staff to put the item onto the Commission’s May agenda.  

 

6.  Old Business 

A. Cooperative Agreement for Sweeney Lake Outlet Reconstruction Feasibility Report. Mr. 

LeFevere explained that at the last meeting the Commission directed him to prepare an 

agreement to be executed between the City of Golden Valley and the BCWMC under which the 

Commission would agree to reimburse the City of Golden Valley for the preparation of a 

feasibility report.  

Commissioner Hoshal mentioned an edit to be made in paragraph 4 where the reference states 

paragraph 5 but should state paragraph 3. Counsel and the Commission agreed with the edit.  

Commissioner Welch said that the nature of the agreement is that the City will prepare the 

feasibility report. He said that based on his review of the March 2011 meeting minutes it appeared 

that the Commission discussed not only that the City would contract for the preparation for the 

feasibility report and for the actual project construction but that the Commission would be 

allowed to approve the selection of who the City contracted with to do the work. Commissioner 

Welch said that if the feasibility report and the work are let together so that the same entity does 

both pieces and the process for bids is a sealed bid process, then the Commission would need to go 

with the lowest bidder and would not really have an opportunity to review proposals and bids. 

Mr. LeFevere said that in order to hold a public hearing the Commission needs a feasibility report 

and he clarified that this agreement only addresses the feasibility report. He said that the contract 

discussion at the previous Commission meeting wasn’t about a construction contract but was 

about a cooperative agreement between the City and the Commission and that will need to be 

executed if the Commission decides to go ahead with the contract.  

Commissioner Welch asked if there is a timing issue with regard to the Commission having the 



 

 
 

BCWMC April 21, 2011, Meeting Minutes  
4

opportunity to weigh in on who the City selects to prepare the feasibility report. Mr. LeFevere 

said that ordinarily the Cooperative Agreements provide that the City will do the design 

engineering and inspection and that the City can do it in-house or can contact out for it. He said 

that in this case the agreement is for a feasibility study, which the City can do in-house or can 

farm out. He said that he doesn’t recall in the past the Commission saying yes or no to a city’s 

selection of consulting engineers. Commissioner Welch said that the Commission has a continued 

fuzziness on the Commission’s policy and procedure on the contracting for feasibility studies. Mr. 

LeFevere said that the City of Golden Valley communicated that it felt that ultimately it would be 

doing the project with an engineer of the City’s selection, if the Commission decides to move 

ahead with the project, and that the City thought it would make sense for the City to select the 

same engineer for the feasibility study and the construction so there would be continuity. 

Commissioner Welch said that the Commission should work to achieve clarity on where it will 

have input on projects because the feasibility study weighs the various options that could be 

accomplished. He said that he has a particular interest in the Commission’s role in having input, 

review, and/ or approval of the design of projects and components that are being constructed with 

Commission funds.  

Caroline Amplatz raised her concern about information she received about the dam having been 

illegally altered in the past and she wondered if the Commission’s money should be spent fixing 

this vandalism in light of the question of how such an action could be prevented from happening 

again after the Commission spends funds to fix the dam. Mr. Oliver replied that the alteration of 

the dam did occur sometime and that the alteration did raise the water level of the lake three to 

six inches but that the more pressing issue is that erosion occurred around the edges of the dam. 

He explained that the dam was constructed sometime in the 1970s and that although it has served 

its function well it is not a legal structure or an appropriate structure for the role that the lake 

serves for the overall watershed with regard to flood control. He continued by saying that the City 

requested that a new outlet structure be installed in order for the dam to be a conforming outlet 

structure that is a dam of record with the Department of Natural Resources.  

Caroline Amplatz asked if there is any scientific data to shed light on whether the level of water in 

Sweeney Lake affects the water quality of Twin Lake and she asked if such information should be 

considered in light of the proposed dam project. Mr. Kremer answered that the watershed of 

Sweeney Lake is much greater than the watershed of Twin Lake, so when there is a flood or a 

significant rainfall, Sweeney Lake may raise by four and a half or five feet and then the water 

would flow into Twin Lake. He said that when the water level drops the water then would flow 

back into Sweeney. Mr. Kremer commented that the proposed dam will not have a significant 

effect on that process. He explained that for severe events there are controls downstream of the 

dam that regulates the flows going into Bassett Creek and those controls won’t change. He said 

that the water quality of Sweeney Lake does affect the water quality of Twin Lake. 

Commissioner Black moved to approve entering into the Cooperative Agreement with the City of 

Golden Valley for the Sweeney Lake Outlet reconstruction feasibility report with the change 

noted by Commissioner Hoshal in paragraph 4. Commissioner Elder seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Welch added the friendly amendment that the report will be presented to the 

Commission. Commissioners Black and Elder approved the friendly amendment. The motion 

carried unanimously with seven votes in favor [Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent 

from vote].       

B. Funding/ Cooperative Agreement for Bassett Creek Main Stem Restoration Project. 

Commissioner Black moved to approve the amendments to both the Cooperative Agreement for 

the Bassett Creek Main Stem Restoration Project and the Plymouth Creek Restoration Project. 

Commissioner Welch seconded the motion. Ms. Chandler noted that the amendments are 

necessary due to the need to decrease the amounts that the Commission will reimburse the City of 

Golden Valley and the City of Plymouth for those two projects because of the grant funds received 

by the two cities for those projects. The motion carried unanimously with seven votes in favor 

[Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent from vote]. 
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C. Funding/ Cooperative Agreement for Plymouth Creek Restoration Project. See discussion and 

action in item 6A.  

D. Reimbursement Request from the City of Plymouth for Plymouth Creek Restoration Project. 

Commissioner Black moved to approve reimbursing the City of Plymouth in the amount of 

$568,622.33 for the Plymouth Creek Restoration Project. Commissioner Elder seconded the 

motion. By call of roll the motion carried unanimously with seven votes in favor [Cities of 

Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent from vote]. 

E. TAC Recommendations 

i. Transition Plan for Barr Engineering Company. Administrator Nash mentioned that the 

Commission had discussed the transition plan, as described in the April 15, 2011, memo 

from Barr Engineering, during an earlier agenda item. He commented that the TAC did 

have suggestions to the draft transition plan and that the suggestions were incorporated 

into the final plan and that the TAC approved the plan, which was e-mailed to the 

Commission. Administrator Nash said that the TAC recommended that at his discretion 

he request that Jim Herbert of Barr Engineering attend meetings where his technical 

input on projects need to be discussed by the TAC or the Commission. Commissioner 

Welch commented that the TAC discussed that there are various staff at Barr Engineering 

including Jim Herbert among others that provide technical expertise on BCWMC projects 

and that Administrator Nash would handle the logistical details of setting up when the 

Commission and the TAC need input at meetings from those experts.  

ii. Engineering/ Technical Pool. Administrator Nash said that the TAC reviewed a 2009 RFQ 

(Request for Qualifications) prepared by the Scott County Watershed Management 

Organization (WMO) for consulting services. He reported that the TAC recommended 

that he produce a similar document for the Commission’s review and he asked for that 

direction from the Commission. Commissioner Black moved to direct Administrator Nash 

to prepare the RFQ. Commissioner Elder seconded the motion.  

Commissioner Welch said that he supports the idea of the Commission more actively 

soliciting work from other parties who provide services. He said that he doesn’t support 

the idea of creating a pre-approved pool of contractors. Commissioner Welch commented 

that he thinks that the areas of feasibility studies and design are two areas where the 

Commission could get a lot of benefit from bringing in someone with particular expertise 

due to their history and staff in certain disciplines. He said that the TAC discussed using 

the professional services pool for the areas of feasibility studies and TMDLs but that he is 

concerned that because the Commission won’t be doing that many feasibility studies and 

TMDLs there is a risk that the pool would be created but the firms wouldn’t get work 

from the Commission. Commissioner Welch continued by saying that he thinks the 

Commission would receive just as much benefit from identifying projects for which the 

Commission would solicit requests and then soliciting requests for those projects. He said 

that he isn’t sure what the Commission would gain from having a pool and he wondered 

how the Commission could narrow down firms into a pool without having details on the 

specific project expertise needed. 

Administrator Nash agreed that Commissioner Welch’s suggestion is a much more 

targeted approach and that it would be easier for a consultant to respond to a request such 

as Commissioner Welch described as opposed to a shot-gun approach. 

Commissioner Black said that there were two Commission projects this year that didn’t 

go out for an RFP because of the tight project schedules. She said that she would like the 

Commission to have some ability to draw from a preapproved list so that it doesn’t face 

the timeline issues it has faced in the past.  

Mr. Oliver stated that the process of going through an RFP is expensive and that a pool 

would reduce the cost to the Commission and would streamline the process. 
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Mr. LeFevere commented that he didn’t think that the two ideas were mutually exclusive.  

Kari Geurts asked about the process that would be undertaken to identify the firms that 

would get into the pool.  Chair Loomis said that the motion on the table is for the 

Administrator to prepare a request for qualifications that would then be reviewed by the 

Commission and the Technical Advisory Committee.  

Commissioner Welch commented that an RFQ to identify a pre-qualified pool costs firms 

money just to get in the door. He said that services agreements could be approached as an 

RFP process that is as quick and specific as a two or three letter process and that there 

doesn’t need to be a pre-qualification to do proceed in that manner. 

By call of roll, the motion carried with six votes in favor [City of Minneapolis opposed the 

motion; Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale were absent from the vote]. Chair Loomis 

directed the TAC to review the draft RFQ at its next meeting and for the RFQ to come in 

front of the Commission at its June meeting. 

iii. 2011 Watershed Tour. Administrator Nash said the TAC discussed allowing 20 to 25 

minutes for each stop and that city staff would provide comments on projects during the 

bus ride to the projects. He said that the TAC recommended that he work on a schedule 

and an itinerary.  

iv. Addition of more Lakes to the CAMP program and Changes to Sweeney and Twin Lakes 

Monitoring. Kari Geurts asked about the TAC recommendation that the Twin Lake water 

quality monitoring be moved from 2012 to 2014. Ms. Chandler explained that the reason 

for the recommendation to delay the detailed water quality monitoring on Twin Lake is 

because the Commission collected detailed monitoring data on Sweeney and Twin Lakes 

in 2008 and 2009 and then also did an additional study of Twin Lake in 2010. She stated 

that the Commission did take action to continue participating in the CAMP monitoring 

program in 2011 for Sweeney Lake. Ms. Chandler added that the Commission hopes that 

the Sweeney Lake TMDL will be approved shortly and with that approval it would be 

good for the Commission to have detailed monitoring take place at least a couple of years 

after the TMDL is approved in order to be able to evaluate how well the lake is 

responding to actions taking place in the watershed. Ms. Chandler said that 2012 is too 

early to be able to see that information. Ms. Geurts asked how the delay of the monitoring 

on Twin Lake would affect the aeration of Sweeney Lake. Ms. Chandler said that 

previously the aeration was turned off for the year of the monitoring. Chair Loomis said 

the Commission hasn’t discussed aeration yet in terms of future needs to monitor Sweeney 

Lake.  

Commissioner Welch asked if the CAMP monitoring data would provide the Commission 

with the water quality information it would need in order to be able to make comparisons. 

Ms. Chandler said probably not.  

Ms. Amplatz said that it was her understanding that the Commission hasn’t made a list of 

priorities for use of Sweeney Lake and that she was wondering if the Commission would 

be willing to make a list of use priorities for the lake and to make a statement of the most 

important use of the lake or to make a statement to endorse and support the priority list in 

the Sweeney Lake TMDL study, which she thought identified that swimming in the lake 

was the number one priority.  

Ms. Chandler said that she thinks that the through the TMDL the BCWMC adopts the 

MPCA’s priorities. Chair Loomis stated that the Commission’s Watershed Management 

Plan documents the BCWMC’s water quality goals for Sweeney Lake. Mr. Oliver said 

that the classification identified for Sweeney Lake is full-body contact. Commissioner 

Welch said that the Commission’s goal is a water quality goal and does not dictate goals 

for uses. Ms. Amplatz asked if eliminating blue-green algae would be a water quality goal 

for Sweeney Lake. Mr. Mathisen commented that algae is responsive to phosphorus and 

that the Commission is working to improve water quality, which over the timeline of 20 to 
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40 years should see improvements due to the Commission’s and cities’ projects and will 

hopefully lead to improvements in areas such as usability of the water bodies.  

Mr. Kremer added that TMDLs call for MS4s to prepare a progress report on how well 

the lake is responding to BMPs that have been implemented. He said the Commission will 

want to schedule testing that coordinates with that reporting schedule.  

Commissioner Welch asked if the Commission discussed options in light of Dr. Pilgrim’s 

information on Twin Lake last month. Ms. Chandler said that some options were 

presented by Dr. Pilgrim but the Commission didn’t discuss them in detail and did not 

discuss how to proceed. Chair Loomis directed staff to add to one of the upcoming future 

BCWMC meeting agendas an item regaqrding how the Commission should proceed with 

regard to the information presented by Dr. Pilgrim in March on the water quality of Twin 

Lake.  

Ms. Geurts commented that maybe the Commission would want to monitor Twin Lake as 

originally scheduled because the Commission may need more data. Ms. Chandler stated 

that as part of the upcoming 2012 budget process the Commission Engineer can provide 

the Budget Committee with information on the costs of 2012 monitoring, which will help 

with the discussion.   

Ms. Black said that she would like for the Commission to accept the changes to the 

BCWMC’s monitoring program as described in the April 12, 2011, TAC memo. Chair 

Loomis directed staff to proceed with preparing the 2012 monitoring program budget 

with the changes discussed for review during the 2012 budget review. Commissioner 

Welch encouraged the Commission Engineer to stay on top of the need for assessment of 

Twin Lake and Sweeney Lake.  

Ms. Langsdorf said that an edit should be made to the TAC memo under number two, 

first paragraph, sixth line, where the reference to the April meeting should be changed to 

read the March meeting.  

Chair Loomis announced that the next TAC meeting will be May 5
th

 and that 

Commissioner Harper-Lore is slated to be the Commission liaison at the meeting. 

Commissioner Black volunteered to be the liaison if Commissioner Harper-Lore isn’t 

available to make it.   

F. Clean Water Legacy Grant Fund - Local Match Update. Administrator Nash said that this update 

closes the circle on the modifications to the grant application to BWSR related to the two 

streambank restoration projects. He said that Brad Wozney approved the modification to the 

application amount regarding the lower local match amount. Administrator Nash announced that 

the Wirth Lake Outlet agreement with BWSR was signed by Chair Loomis and that he has asked 

Deputy Treasurer Sue Virnig to let the Commission know when the check from BWSR is 

received. 

G. Education Committee.  

i. Commissioner Langsdorf announced that the West Metro Water Alliance’s (WMWA) 

March volume management workshop was cancelled due to snow and has been 

rescheduled for May 31
st
. 

ii. Commissioner Langsdorf said that WMWA’s nutrient management workshop will be held 

on May 18
th

 at the Maple Grove City Hall. 

iii. Commissioner Langsdorf reported that WMWA held the rural volume management 

workshop and that 20 people attended and that it went well.  

iv. Commissioner Langsdorf announced that the next WMWA meeting will be on May 10
th

 at 

Plymouth City Hall at 8:30 a.m. 

v. Commissioner Langsdorf reported that the Commission had its display up at the 
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Plymouth Yard & Garden Expo. 

vi. Commissioner Langsdorf said that the Commission will have its display at the May 12
th

 

Zachary Lane School Environmental Fair, which will be held at the school from 5:30 p.m. 

to 8:00 p.m. 

vii. Commissioner Langsdorf announced that she handed out some of the Blue Thumb 

brochures to each of the BCWMC’s member cities and that she has left the rest of the 

brochures with the exhibit. 

viii.  Commissioner Langsdorf reported that the Education Committee recommended that 

Administrator Nash be the BCWMC contact for Blue Thumb so that information will be 

sent to him from Blue Thumb to be passed on to the Education Committee.  

ix. Commissioner Langsdorf asked if anyone saw the education newspaper article on rain 

gardens and Chair Loomis said that it ran in the Golden Valley paper. Commissioner 

Langsdorf said that the article would have then run in the watershed member cities’ 

editions of the Sun Current/ Sun Sailor. 

x. Commissioner Langsdorf said that the Education Committee recommends that new 

education articles come out in the newspaper when the streambank restoration projects 

are being constructed. 

xi. Commissioner Langsdorf reported that the Committee discussed the Committee’s 

sustainability. Chair Loomis requested that the Committee discuss and communicate to 

the Commission how it would function without a Committee chair if a chair isn’t found 

and to discuss alternate ways of functioning. Commissioner Langsdorf said that the 

Committee discussed the possibility of having staff step in to lead the meetings and write 

up the reports. Chair Loomis said that the Budget Committee would discuss the idea.  

xii. Commissioner Langsdorf announced that the next Education Committee meeting will be 

at 9:00 a.m. on May 24
th

 at Plymouth City Hall.  

 

7.  Communications  
A. Chair: 

i. Chair Loomis commented that the Lakes and Rivers Conference will be held next week. 

 

B. Administrator: 

i. Administrator Nash mentioned that his Administrator’s Report was included in the meeting 

packet. He mentioned that item 10 on the report discussed his invitation by Hennepin County 

staff to attend a planning meeting for the Southwest Light Rail Transit Line from Eden 

Prairie to Minneapolis. Administrator Nash said that two proposed LRT stations would be in 

the Bassett Creek Watershed. He said that upon request he provided Bonestroo information 

on the locations of planned BCWMC CIP projects within one-half mile of the stations.  

 

ii. Administrator Nash reported that he received a request from Kari Geurts to present the 

findings of the Braun Intertec report on whole-lake aeration of Sweeney Lake and said that 

there had not been room on the April agenda for that item. He said that he is still waiting to 

receive permission to distribute the report to the Commission. 

 

iii. Administrator Nash said that he got word from Brad Wozney that biennial solicitation is not 

required for audits. He said that biennial solicitation is not required for accounting services 

performed by cities with a Joint Powers Agreement.  

iv. Administrator Nash reported that he received a copy of a response from the Three Rivers 

Park District regarding a communication from the Association of Medicine Lake Area 

Citizens (AMLAC) that discussed a concern about aquatic invasive species. 
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v. Administrator Nash stated that he met with Brooke Asleson and John Erdmann to discuss 

comments received by the MPCA on the Sweeney Lake TMDL during the comment period. 

He asked for authorization to work with Barr Engineering to talk to the MPCA and SEH to 

coordinate responses to the comments. Mr. Kremer added that he anticipates that it would 

take approximately four hours of Barr’s time regarding the responses and a little more time to 

provide Ron Leaf with some information. Commissioner Black asked if it would take fewer 

than 10 hours of the Commission Engineer’s time. Mr. Kremer said yes.  

 

Commissioner Welch recommended that the Commission direct Administrator Nash to meet 

and discuss with Mr. Kremer, Ron Leaf, other technical resources as necessary, and a 

commissioner [volunteering himself] a way to identify substantive comments and to frame a 

response to those issues to bring in front of the Commission next month. Chair Loomis made 

the motion described by Commissioner Welch. Commissioner Black seconded the motion. The 

motion carried with seven votes in favor [Cities of Minnetonka and Robbinsdale absent from 

vote]. 

 

C. Commissioners:  

i. Commissioner Hoshal asked if the Commission would be in agreement with his idea of 

inviting a resident with a strong professional biology background to a TAC meeting and to 

perhap move in the direction of requesting the City of Medicine Lake to appoint him to the 

TAC as the technical representative for Medicine Lake. The Commission commented that the 

appointment is made by the City so that would be a decision for the City of Medicine Lake 

and noted that the TAC meetings are open meetings and the person could certainly attend to 

see if he has an interest. 

 

ii. Commissioner Hoshal reported that the City of Medicine Lake is still working on the erosion 

and sediment control ordinance, which should be ready for the Commission’s review by the 

next BCWMC meeting or two. 

 

D. Committees: No Communications. 

 

E. Counsel: Mr. LeFevere mentioned that he updated the Major Plan Amendment timeline 

document in light of the 2010 legislative changes and that the document was included in the 

meeting packet. 

 

F. Engineer: Ms. Chandler reported that the Commission Engineer received from Metropolitan 

Council staff the monthly loads for a number of parameters monitored at the Bassett Creek 

WOMP station. The Commission Engineer will be receiving daily loads from the Metropolitan 

Council, which are needed to get an idea if Bassett Creek is meeting state standards. 

 

8.  Adjournment 
 

Commissioner Welch moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Black seconded the motion. The 

meeting adjourned at 2:08 p.m.  

 

_______________________________     _____ _________________________________________ 

Linda Loomis, Chair                            Date Amy Herbert, Recorder                         Date 

  

 

______________________________     _____ 

Jim de Lambert, Secretary                Date  

  
 





























































Invoice

INVOICE #

49112

BILL TO

Barr Engineering
Amy Herbert
4700 W 77th Street
Edina, MN  55435-4803

SHIP TO

Golden Valley City Hall-2nd Fl-Council Rm
7800 Golden Valley Road
Site Contact: Judy N 763/593-3991
PO#23270512008300
952/832-2652 fax: 832-2601

ACE Drop-Off Catering

P.O. NUMBER

see above

TERMS

Due on receipt

DELIVERY DATE

5/19/2011

DAY

Thursday

PPL

19

DELIVERY TIME

11 AM (10:45-11:15)

Picnic Menus Available!!
Total

***Delivery charges do not include any tip or gratuity to the driver.  They are used to defer the additional expense
of vehicles, insurance, packaging and other items associated with making a delivery.
Please make checks payable to "D'Amico Catering".
Reference the invoice # and delivery date on your check, unless paid by credit card.
Thank you for your business.

Agreed to by (customer)_________________________________

VB Box 132
PO Box 9202
Minneapolis, MN  55480-9202
612/238-4016 ahoffer@damico.com

DESCRIPTIONQUATY PRICE EA... AMOUNT

Hot Monthly Special Buffet19 11.95 227.05T

Santa Fe ****VEGGIE*** Wrap with Black Beans, Roasted Corn,
Shredded Cheese, Onions, Lettuce, Salsa and Chipotle Ranch Sauce
on the Side

1 3.00 3.00T

Cinco de Mayo Enchilada Pie with Layers of Seasoned Diced
Chicken

19 0.00 0.00T

Spanish Rice19 0.00 0.00T

Taco Chips, Salsa & Sour Cream19 0.00 0.00T

Seasonal Fresh Fruit19 0.00 0.00T

Mexican Salad with Southwestern Dressing19 0.00 0.00T

Chef's Dessert19 0.00 0.00T

Dozen-Assorted Bars & Cookies-Sets aside for break-Different than
above

2 18.00 36.00T

Full Disposable Chafer2 6.00 12.00T

Assorted Sodas - 2 Coke, 2 Diet Coke, 2 Sprite & 4 Mineral Water10 1.25 12.50T

Spring Water24 1.00 24.00T

Lemonade2 1.45 2.90T

Subtotal 317.45

Delivery Charge 20.00 20.00T

Metro Sales Tax 7.275% 24.55

$362.00
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Bassett Creek  
Watershed Management Commission (BCWMC)

The BCWMC’s activities and projects are guided by its Watershed Management Plan (Plan). The most recent 
version of the BCWMC’s Plan was approved by the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources and 
adopted by the BCWMC in 2004. This summary highlights the BCWMC’s work and accomplishments during 
its fiscal year 2010 (February 1, 2010 — January 31, 2011) in the following areas: capital improvements 
program, water quality activities, and education activities. See the full 2010 Annual Report for more details. 

For the first time, BCWMC has hired an independent Administrator to work at the direction of the Board. 

BCWMC’s 2010 Activities & Achievements 

Executive Summary: 2010 Annual Report 

The BCWMC continued to implement its capital improvements program. The 2010 achievements included: 

• Completed construction of the West Medicine Lake Park Ponds water quality improvement project. The 
purpose of the project is to improve the quality of stormwater runoff to Medicine Lake by removing 
significant amounts of sediment and phosphorus. The pond system will treat stormwater runoff from the 
entire 6,400-acre Plymouth Creek watershed. More than 50% of the project was completed by the end of 
2009; the project was completed in 2010. The total estimated cost of the project is $1,100,000. The City 
of Plymouth constructed the project; 

• Began two streambank restorations projects: Main Stem Channel, Crystal Border to Regent Ave.-Golden 
Valley/Crystal and Plymouth Creek, Medicine Lake to 26th Ave-Plymouth; 

• Completed feasibility studies 1) Bassett Creek Main Stem – Reach 1 from Wisconsin Avenue to Crystal 
boundary – all within Golden Valley and 2) North Branch Bassett Creek – 32

nd
 Avenue North to 200 feet 

upstream of Douglas Drive – all within Crystal; 

• Adopted a major plan amendment (as approved by BWSR) to add the following projects to add the following 
projects to the BCWMC’s 10-year CIP: the North Branch Bassett Creek Project, the Lakeview Park Pond, and 
the Bassett Creek Main Stem Reach 1 Project; and  

• Applied for and obtained a $75,000 BWSR Clean Water Fund Grant for the BCWMC’s 2011 Wirth Lake 
Outlet Modifications. 

 

The BCWMC Annual Report has been prepared in accordance with the Annual Reporting Requirements  

as set forth in the Minnesota Rules Chapter 8410.0150, subparts 1, 2, and 3. 

Capital Improvements Program (CIP) 

 The BCWMC’s 2010 operating 
expenditures are illustrated in the 
adjacent chart. For an itemization of the 
operating expenditures and for more 
information on the BCWMC’s 2010 
capital projects expenditures and 
financial report, please see the Financial 
Information Appendix of the annual 
report.   



 

 

 

 

 

• Completed three Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) studies to set 
pollutant reduction goals and 
develop implementation plans to 
restore the waters of Sweeney 
Lake and Wirth Lakes in Golden 
Valley and Medicine Lake in 
Plymouth. In 2010, TMDL reports 
were approved for Wirth and 
Medicine Lakes; 

• Participated in the technical 
advisory committees of the 
Metrowide Chloride TMDL study; 

• Participated in Metropolitan Council 
Environmental Services’ Citizen-
Assisted Monitoring Program 
(CAMP) for six lakes; 

• Performed a second year of E. coli 
bacteria sampling on Bassett 
Creek; 

Water Quality Activities 

• Completed E. coli monitoring and 
analysis of monitoring results of 2008-
2010 study; 

• Conduced water quality monitoring and 
analysis for Medicine Lake in Plymouth; 

• Conducted a phosphorus internal 
loading investigation of Twin Lake in 
Golden Valley.  The investigation 
included sediment and water quality 

monitoring and analysis;  

• Participated in the Upper Mississippi 
River Bacterial TMDL with 
representatives on the stakeholder 
and TAC groups; and,  

• Participated in Hennepin County’s 
River Watch program by funding 
monitoring of Bassett Creek for 
benthic invertebrates, which are 
indicators of stream health. 

• Conducted a walking tour of part of 
Bassett Creek Main Stem; 

• Participated in a watershed 
education alliance with four 
neighboring WMOs; 

• Managed the BCWMC’s education 
grant program and submitted 
program information to all of the 
schools in the watershed; 

• Contracted for the writing and 
publication in local newspapers of 
articles on water quality best 
management practices; 

• Staffed a booth at the following 
public events - Plymouth 
Yard/Garden Expo, Westwood 
Nature Center's Earth Day 
celebration, Golden Valley Days and 

Education Activities 

the City of Crystal's 50th Anniversary.  It 
was also on display but not staffed at 
New Hope City Hall, Crystal City Hall 
and at one of the Metro Blooms 
Raingarden Workshops; 

• Gave away native plant seed packets;

• Partnered with Blue Thumb, a local 
program that encourages homeowners 
to use native plantings, rain gardens, 
and shoreline stabilization to reduce 
runoff from home yardscapes;  

• Cosponsoring Metro Blooms rain 
garden workshops with member cities;  

• Participated in Metro WaterShed 
Partners, including the Minnesota 
Waters “Let’s Keep Them Clean” 
campaign. 

Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
Executive Summary: 2010 Annual Report Page 2 

The Bassett Creek 

Watershed 

Management 

Commission 

(BCWMC) is 

governed by a board 

composed of 

representatives from 

each of the nine 

member cities: 

Crystal 

 Golden Valley 

Medicine Lake 

Minneapolis 

Minnetonka 

 New Hope 

Plymouth 

St. Louis Park 

and 

Robbinsdale. 

Representatives are 

appointed by their 

cities and serve three-

year terms on the 

board. 

For more information, please visit our Web site at www.bassettcreekwmo.org 

In 2010, the BCWMC implemented the following water quality activities: 

In 2010, the BCWMC implemented the following education-related activities: 
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I.  Annual Activity Report 

This annual report covers the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission’s (BCWMC) 

activities for fiscal year 2010 (February 1, 2010—January 31, 2011). The BCWMC Annual Report 

was prepared to meet the Annual Reporting Requirements as set forth in Minnesota Rules Chapter 

8410.0150, subparts 1, 2, and 3. 

A. 2010 Commissioners  

Municipality / 
Term Expiration Commissioners Alternates 

Crystal 
 
February 1, 2012  

Pauline Langsdorf, 
8100 33rd Avenue North 
Crystal, MN  55427 
763-544-1317 
langsdorfp@aol.com 

Stu Stockhaus 
3437 Adair Avenue North 
Crystal, MN  55422 
StuJane@comcast.net  

Golden Valley  
 
February 1, 2012 

Mayor Linda Loomis, Chair 
City of Golden Valley 
7800 Golden Valley Road 
Golden Valley, MN  55427 
763-593-3990 
Linda.loomis@ci.golden-valley.mn.us 

David Hanson 
1030 Angelo Drive 
Golden Valley, MN  55422 
763-588-1478 
davewhanson@gmail.com 

Medicine Lake 
 
February 1, 2012 

Ted Hoshal 
6960 Madison Avenue West, Suite 2� 
Minneapolis, MN 55427-3627 
�763-541-1140 
�dthoshal@luma-gard.com 

John O�Toole 
MGO4SE, General Mills, Inc. 
PO Box 1113 
Minneapolis, MN 55440 
763-764-2422 
john.otoole@genmills.com 
 

Minneapolis 
 
February 1, 2013 

Michael Welch, Treasurer 
212 Thomas Avenue S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
612-385-6885 
mjewelch@gmail.com 

Lisa Goddard 
214 Logan Avenue North 
Minneapolis, MN  55405 
763-475-0010 
lgoddard@srfconsulting.com 

Minnetonka 
 
February 1, 2013 

Bonnie Harper-Lore 
12505 Ridgemount Ave. W. 
�Minnetonka, MN 55305� 
952-525-0667 
bonnieLore@comcast.net 

Tony Wagner 
1804 Traymore Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
952-512-1817 
twagner@eminnetonka.com  

New Hope 
 
February 1, 2013 

John Elder 
City of New Hope 
4401 Xylon Ave. N. 
New Hope, MN 55428 
763-531-5100 
jelder@ci.new-hope.mn.us 

Al Sarvi 
9132 Northwood Pkwy 
Minneapolis, MN 55427-1621 
(763) 550-2946 
a.sarvi@hotmail.com 

Plymouth 
 
February 1, 2014 

Ginny Black, Vice Chair 
Plymouth City Hall 
3400 Plymouth Blvd. 
Plymouth 55447 
763-509-5004 
Black.ginny@att.net  

Elizabeth Thornton 
4270 Lawndale Lane North 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
eathornt@comcast.net  
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Municipality / 
Term Expiration Commissioners Alternates 

Robbinsdale 
 
February 1, 2014 

Wayne Sicora 
3706 Abbott Ave. North 
Robbinsdale 55422 
763-532-8165 
Wayne.sicora@ryancompanies.com 

Vacant 

St. Louis Park 
 
February 1, 2014 

Jim deLambert, Secretary 
9257 West 22nd Lane, St. Louis Park 
55426 
763-489-3150 
jimd@liesch.com 

Justin Riss 
3732 Penn Ave S. 
St. Louis Park 55426  
justinriss@yahoo.com 

 

B. BCWMC Staff and Consultants 

Administrator 

Geoff Nash 

Watershed Consulting, LLC 
6920 Hillcrest Lane 

Edina, MN  55435 

952-925-5119 

gnashbcwmc@gmail.com  

Engineer 

Leonard J. Kremer, P.E. 

Karen L. Chandler, P.E. 
James P. Herbert, P.E. 

Barr Engineering Company 

4700 West 77th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55435-4803 
952-832-2600 

lkremer@barr.com 

kchandler@barr.com 
jherbert@barr.com 

 

Attorney 

Charlie LeFevere 

Kennedy & Graven 
470 U.S. Bank Plaza 

200 South Sixth Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612-337-9215 
clefevere@kennedy-

graven.com 

 

Bassett Creek Recording Administrator 

Amy Herbert  
c/o Barr Engineering Company 

4700 West 77th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55435-4803 
952-832-2652 

bcra@barr.com 

 

 

Deputy Treasurer 

Susan Virnig 
City of Golden Valley 

7800 Golden Valley Road 

Golden Valley, MN 55427 
763-593-8010 

svirnig@ci.golden-valley.mn.us 
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C. BCWMC Goals and 2010 Work Activities 

Description of Overall Goals 

The BCWMC’s general goals fall under the categories of water quality, flood control, erosion and 

sediment control, stream restoration, wetland management, groundwater, public ditches, and public 

involvement and information. The goals are to: 

• Manage the water resources of the watershed, with input from the public, so that the 

beneficial uses of wetlands, lakes, and streams remain available to the community.  

• Improve the quality of stormwater runoff reaching the Mississippi River by reducing the 

nonpoint source pollution (including sediment) carried as stormwater runoff. 

• Protect and enhance fish and wildlife habitat and maintain shoreland integrity. 

• Reduce flooding along the Bassett Creek trunk system which is defined as: 

  a. The main channel from Medicine Lake to the Mississippi River. 

b. The North Branch from upstream of County Road 9 to its junctions with the Main Stem 

near T.H. 100. 

c. The Sweeney Lake Branch, from its source to its junction with the Main Stem 
downstream of Sweeney Lake. 

d. Plymouth Creek, from the point where it intersects with Highway 55 to Medicine Lake, 

including the lake. 

  e. The designated water quantity and water quality storage facilities. 

f. All other drains designated as trunks by the BCWMC. 

• Protect human life, property, and surface water systems that could be damaged by flood 

events. 

• Regulate stormwater runoff discharges and volumes to minimize flood problems, flood 

damages, and the future costs of stormwater management systems. 

• Provide leadership and assist member cities with coordination of intercommunity stormwater 

runoff planning and design. 

• Prevent erosion and sedimentation to the greatest extent possible to protect the BCWMC’s 

water resources from increased sediment loading and associated water quality problems. 
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• Implement soil protection and sedimentation controls whenever necessary to maintain health, 

safety, and welfare. 

• Implement stream restoration measures whenever necessary to maintain health, safety, and 

welfare. 

• Maintain or enhance the natural beauty and wildlife habitat value of Bassett Creek. 

• Achieve no net loss of wetlands in the BCWMC, in conformance with the Minnesota Wetland 

Conservation Act (WCA) and associated rules. 

• Protect the quantity and quality of groundwater resources. 

• Manage public ditches in a manner that recognizes their current use as urban drainage 

systems. 

• Raise awareness of the watershed’s existence and the role that the BCWMC plays in 

protecting water quality and preserving the watershed’s health and aesthetics. 

• Enable the target audiences to have confidence in the BCWMC’s expertise and participate in 

a meaningful way in the planning process and ongoing projects conducted by the BCWMC. 

• Raise awareness of the impact that individuals, businesses, and organizations have upon 

water quality and motivate these audiences to change personal/corporate behavior that has a 

negative impact on water quality and the watershed. 
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2010 Work Activities Completed  

In addition to the activities described in the Executive Summary, the BCWMC conducted the 

following activities in 2010. Work associated with review of development proposals is listed in 

Section E. Work related to water quality monitoring is addressed in Section F.  

• Capital Improvements Program (CIP)—The BCWMC continued to implement its capital 

improvements program. In 2010, these achievements included: 

1. Progress on CIP projects. The following CIP projects were completed or underway in 

2010: 

o Bassett Creek Main Stem Streambank Restoration project 

o Plymouth Creek Streambank Restoration project 

o Major plan amendment was submitted to BWSR.  It included: 

• Restore the Main Stem of Bassett Creek in the City of Golden Valley from 
Wisconsin Avenue to Rhode Island Avenue and from Duluth Street to the Golden 

Valley – Crystal boundary. 

• Restore the channel of the North Branch of Bassett Creek in the City of Crystal 
from 32nd Avenue North to Douglas Drive North. 

• Lakeview Park Pond expansion to capture additional nutrients before they enter 

the Medicine Lake. 

 

�

At their 2010 meeting, the BCWMC passed resolution 10-07, approving the major plan 

amendment. 

2. Applying for and obtaining a $75,000 BWSR Clean Water Fund Grant for the BCWMC’s 

Wirth Lake Outlet Modification project in the City of Minneapolis.  

The BCWMC’s 10-year capital improvements plan and potential future water quality capital 

improvements plan are included in the BCWMC Watershed Management Plan (September 

2004). The table listing the BCWMC’s capital improvement projects, updated to include all 

of the plan amendments, is appended.  

• Impaired Waters and Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) Studies—The following water 

bodies in the Bassett Creek Watershed were listed in the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s 

(MPCA) draft 2010 “Inventory of Impaired Waters”. The inventory includes listings of (1) 
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impaired waters that require the development of a TMDL study, (2) impaired waters that have an 

approved TMDL study, but are not yet meeting water quality standards, and (3) impaired waters 

from natural causes that do not require a TMDL study. The inventory is available at the MPCA’s 

Impaired Waters web site: www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/tmdl-303dlist.html. 

Water Body 

(Lake/River ID #) 

Pollutant or Stressor (Year of Listing) 

Bassett Creek from Medicine 
Lake to Mississippi River    

(07010206-538) 

Fish bioassessments (2004) 
Fecal coliform (2008) 

Chloride (2010) 

Sweeney Lake  

(27-0035-01) 

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological indicators (2004) 

Wirth Lake 

(27-0037-00) 

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological indicators (2002) 

Mercury in fish tissue (1998)1 

Medicine Lake 

(27-0104-00) 

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological indicators (2004) 

Mercury in fish tissue (2004)1 

Parkers Lake 

(27-0107-00) 

Mercury in fish tissue (1998) 

Northwood Lake 

(27-0627-00) 

Nutrient/Eutrophication Biological indicators (2004) 

1 
The MPCA completed a statewide mercury TMDL that was approved 2007 

Sweeney Lake TMDL Study—In the Final EPA-Approved MPCA 2004 CWA 303(d) List of 

Impaired Waters, Sweeney Lake was listed as impaired due to excess nutrients (phosphorus) and was 

listed as having a target TMDL study start date of 2009 and a target TMDL study completion date of 

2012.   

In 2010, a stakeholder’s meeting was held on September 30.  The Sweeney Lake TMDL is currently 

out for public comment.  The Sweeney Lake TMDL estimated project timeline is posted on the 

MPCA’s Web site at www.pca.state.mn.us/publications/tmdl-sweeneylake-projecttimeline.pdf. 

For more information about the Sweeney Lake TMDL study, visit the following Web sites: 

• The Sweeney Lake TMDL project Web site maintained by SEH, Inc. is at 

www.sehinc.com/online/sweeney. The Sweeney Lake TMDL project Web site maintained by 

the MPCA is at www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/project-sweeneylake.html. 

• The TMDL page on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission’s Web site is at 

www.bassettcreekwmo.org/TMDLStudyHomepage.htm. 

Medicine Lake TMDL Study—In the Final EPA-Approved MPCA 2004 CWA 303(d) List of 

Impaired Waters, Medicine Lake was listed as impaired due to excess nutrients (phosphorus) and was 
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listed as having a target TMDL study start date of 2009 and a target TMDL study completion date of 

2012. In 2010, the TMDL went through the public comment review process. 

The Medicine Lake TMDL project Web site maintained by the MPCA is at 

www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/project-medicinelake-phosphorus.html. 

The TMDL page on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission’s Web site is at 

www.bassettcreekwmo.org/TMDLStudyHomepage.htm. 

Wirth Lake TMDL Study—In the Final EPA-Approved MPCA 2004 CWA 303(d) List of Impaired 

Waters, Wirth Lake was listed as impaired due to excess nutrients (phosphorus in amounts greater 

than the state’s goal of 40 micrograms per liter) and was listed as having a target TMDL study start 

date of 2009 and a target TMDL study completion date of 2012.    

In 2010, the work tasks completed included: 

• Developing implementation and compliance monitoring plans; 

• Coordinating and communicating with a stakeholder- technical advisory committee; and 

• Completing the draft TMDL report. 

• The final public meeting was held in 2010.   

For more information about the Wirth Lake TMDL study, visit the following Web sites: 

The Wirth Lake TMDL project Web site maintained by the MPCA is at 

www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/project-wirthlake.html. 

The TMDL page on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission’s Web site is at 

www.bassettcreekwmo.org/TMDLStudyHomepage.htm. 

Bassett Creek Fish Bioassessment Listing—In the Final EPA-Approved MPCA 2004 CWA 303(d) 

List of Impaired Waters, the Main Stem of Bassett Creek, from Medicine Lake to the Mississippi 

River, was listed as impaired for fish (biota). In response to this listing, the MPCA completed fish 

sampling of the creek in 2008. The MPCA is currently reviewing the existing biota standards/listing 

criteria; this process is expected to take more than two years. The TMDL will not be started until the 

process is completed.   

Bassett Creek Fecal Coliform Listing – In the 2008 Final TMDL List Inventory of all Impaired 

Waters, Bassett Creek, from Medicine Lake to the Mississippi River, was listed as impaired for fecal 
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coliform. In response to this listing, E. coli sampling of Bassett Creek began in July 2008 and is 

slated to continue through June 2010. The BCWMC and the MPCA are cooperating in this effort—

the BCWMC is collecting the samples and the MPCA is conducting the laboratory analysis of the 

samples. During June, July, August, and September 2009, a contractor collected water samples along 

six locations along the creek to determine presence and quantity of bacteria in the creek. The samples 

were analyzed at the Minnesota Department of Health lab in St. Paul for E. coli bacteria. All samples 

tested contained E. coli bacteria. The BCWMC received the results of the analysis in January 2010. 

The Bassett Creek watershed will be included in the Upper Mississippi River Bacteria TMDL, which 

is currently underway. Additional data for the Upper Mississippi River E. coli TMDL will be 

collected in 2010 and 2011, a draft TMDL report is expected sometime in 2012, and final approval of 

the TMDL is expected in 2013. The Upper Mississippi River E. coli TMDL project Web site 

maintained by the MPCA is at www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl/project-uppermiss-bacteria.html.  

Watershed-wide TMDL—In 2010, the BCWMC considered the MPCA’s suggestion that the 

Commission prepare a watershed-wide TMDL for the remaining impaired waters in the BCWMC:  

Bassett Creek (impaired for fecal coliform, fish bioassessments, and chloride (draft 2010)), and 

Northwood Lake (impaired for nutrient/eutrophication biological indicators (total phosphorus)). 

However, with the inclusion of the Bassett Creek watershed in the Upper Mississippi River E. coli 

TMDL, and the MPCA’s review of its existing biota standards/listing criteria, the BCWMC decided 

not to pursue the watershed-wide TMDL at this time. 

Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Reserve Account—In 2005 the BCWMC established a 

$250,000 reserve fund to address shortages in available funding in any given year for construction of 

water quality CIP projects. The BCWMC agreed to revisit the reserve account policy each year. In 

2010 the BCWMC made no changes to the policy. 

Annual Report—The BCWMC prepared the 2010 Annual Report as set forth in the Minnesota Rules 

Chapter 8410.0150. The report was submitted to the Board of Water and Soil Resources and is 

available online at the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission Web site at 

www.bassettcreekwmo.org. 

Citizen Involvement— The BCWMC encourages citizen participation including an opportunity at 

each monthly BCWMC meeting to hear citizen-input about agenda and non-agenda items. The 

BCWMC posts its meeting calendar, upcoming meeting agendas, meeting materials, and previous 

meeting minutes on its Web site (www.bassettcreekwmo.org) to provide citizens an opportunity to 

attend BCWMC and BCWMC Committee meetings and to monitor BCWMC actions. The BCWMC 

notified the public of and held public hearings on August 19 and September 23, 2010 to receive 
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Public Testimony and Comments of Member Cities Regarding the Proposed Major Plan Amendment to 

the BCWMC’s Watershed Management Plan.  Citizen involvement also is an important component on 

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) studies; a number of stakeholder meetings were held and public 

meetings took place on June 24, 2010 regarding the Wirth Lake TMDL.  

Water Quantity—The BCWMC continued its lake- and stream-gauging program. The lake-gauging 

program consisted of collecting lake-level readings at Medicine Lake, Sweeney Lake, Parkers Lake, 

Westwood Lake, Crane Lake (Ridgedale Pond), Northwood Lake and the Theodore Wirth Park 

storage area (upstream of the Highway 55 control structure). Lake levels were measured twice per 

month between April and September. Graphs of lake levels are available on the BCWMC website. 

The stream-gauging program consisted of periodically surveying stages or inspecting the creek 

during periods of high flow. The BCWMC also participated with the Metropolitan Council and 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board on the watershed outlet monitoring program (WOMP) 

designed to continuously monitor flow and water quality.  

Watershed Inspection—The BCWMC performed monthly erosion control inspections of 

construction sites within the watershed. Following each inspection, a letter was prepared and sent to 

the applicable municipality listing construction projects and the improvement needed for effective 

erosion control. 

Flood Control Project Inspection—The BCWMC performed its annual inspections of the flood 

control project structures.  

Development Proposals—The BCWMC reviewed 22 development proposals in the watershed for 

conformance to water quality and flooding policies. The BCWMC reviewed 13 development 

proposals the previous year. See Section F: Project Reviews.  

Technical Advisory Committee—The BCWMC directed its Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

to review the following items: 

1. Sweeney Lake TMDL proposed load reduction; 

2. Sweeney Lake Implementation Plan; 

3. Medicine Lake TMDL- comments on Draft Management Plan  

4. Appointing a third TAC member for the CIP work group; 

5. Develop recommendations about setting up a Request for Proposal (RFP) process for 

non-plan review work; 

6. Consider use of channel maintenance funds for maintenance of CIP channel restoration 

projects; 
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7. Identify issue categories for the Next Generation Plan; 

8. Standardization of water quality data collection, stormwater modeling, and interpretation 
of results to facilitate collaboration between agencies; 

9. Review gaps in BCWMCs non-degradation requirements; 

10. Discuss Sweeney Lake outlet structure and how it fits in the CIP process; 

11. Consider New Hope noise wall and 66-inch culvert replacement project as part of the CIP 
process; 

12. Consider New Hope Channel Maintenance Fund request; and 

13. Review hydrologic and water quality modeling status. 

• Resolutions—The BCWMC passed nine resolutions in fiscal year 2010.  They are included 

in Appendix E.
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D. 2011 Projected Work Plan 

Following is a list of tasks to be completed during 2011: 

• Capital Improvements Program (CIP)—The BCWMC will continue to implement its 

capital improvements program. In 2011, this work will include: 

1. Capital Improvement Program and Prioritization—The BCWMC will review and update 

its capital improvement program and its water resource prioritization. The Capital 

Improvements Program is included in the report appendices. 

2. Progress on CIP projects: 

• Restore Main Stem Channel, Duluth St. to Crystal Border-Golden Valley—the estimated 

project cost is $600,000. 

• Restore North Branch, 36th Ave to Bassett Creek Park-Crystal—the estimated project 

cost is $834,900. 

• Wirth Lake Outlet Modification —the estimated project cost is $250,000. 

• Schaper Park Pond feasibility study as part of Sweeney Lake TMDL Implementation 

Plan. 

3. Completing and gaining approval of a major plan amendment to the BCWMC’s 

Watershed Management Plan to add the following projects to Table 12-2 of the Plan 

(Water Quality Management and Flood Control 10-Year Capital Improvements Program 

(CIP)): 

• Restoration of the North Branch of Bassett Creek, from 36th Avenue to Bassett Creek 

Park, in the City of Crystal—the estimated project cost is $834,900. 

• Restoration of the Main Stem of Bassett Creek from Highway 169 to the City of 
Crystal boundary (upstream of Highway 100), in the City of Golden Valley—the 

estimated project cost is $600,000. 

• Lakeview Park pond—the estimated project cost is $196,000. 

4. Signing a grant agreement, preparing and gaining approval of a work plan, and 

submitting project updates for the BWSR Clean Water Fund Grant for the BCWMC’s two 

2011stream restorations and the Wirth Lake outlet backflow preventer CIP project. 

5. Completing feasibility studies for the following channel restoration projects:  

• Bassett Creek Main Stem – Reach 1 from Wisconsin Avenue to Crystal boundary – all 
within Golden Valley. 
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• North Branch Bassett Creek – 32nd Avenue North to 200 feet upstream of Douglas Drive 

– all within Crystal. 

• Second Generation Watershed Management Plan—The BCWMC will implement its 

Capital Improvements Program and its annual water quality and flood control programs, as 

described in the BCWMC Second Generation Watershed Management Plan.  

• Next Generation Watershed Management Plan—Work has begun on issue identification 

for the Next Generation Watershed Management Plan. 

• Water Quantity—The BCWMC will perform its lake- and stream-gauging program. The 

lake-gauging program will encompass Medicine Lake, Sweeney Lake, Parkers Lake, 

Westwood Lake, Crane Lake (Ridgedale Pond), Northwood Lake, Bassett Creek Park Pond 

and Theodore Wirth Park Storage area upstream of TH 55 control structure. The stream-

gauging program will consist of periodically surveying stages or inspecting the creek during 

periods of high flow.   

• Watershed Inspection—The BCWMC will perform its watershed construction-site 

inspection program. The inspections have proved valuable in correcting erosion- and 

sediment-control practices that are not in conformance with BCWMC policies. 

• Flood Control Project Inspection—The BCWMC will perform its flood control project 

inspection program as set forth in the Bassett Creek Flood Control Project Operations and 

Maintenance Manual. 

• Water Quality—Proposed water quality tasks for 2010 include performance of the 

following:  

1. Water Quality Monitoring: The BCWMC will perform routine lake monitoring of 

Westwood Lake and Crane Lake in the cities of St. Louis Park and Minnetonka, 

respectively.  This work is done on a 4-year revolving cycle and consists of collecting 

five samples throughout the summer and fall. 

2. Citizens Assisted Monitoring Program (CAMP): The program will be managed by 

Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES). The lake-gauging program will 

include lake monitoring through CAMP. Volunteer citizens will monitor the following 

lakes: Sweeney Lake and Twin Lake in Golden Valley, Medicine Lake in the cities of 
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Medicine Lake and Plymouth, Hidden Lake in Plymouth, Northwood Lake in New Hope, 

Westwood Lake in St. Louis Park, and Parkers Lake in Plymouth. 

3. Watershed Outlet Monitoring Program (WOMP): The program will be managed by 

Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) and the Minneapolis Park and 

Recreation Board (MPRB). The BCWMC will provide $5,000 financial support to MPRB 

for operating the station and will provide technical assistance to MCES for maintenance 

of the rating curve. 

4. Wirth Lake will be monitored by MPRB.  

5. River Watch Program: The BCWMC will participate in the River Watch program 

managed by Hennepin County Environmental Services (HCES); two sites on Bassett 

Creek will be sampled. HCES will provide a final report of the 2011 sampling results to 

the BCWMC. 

6. Stormwater flow monitoring and in-stream water quality monitoring in the Medicine 

Lake watershed will be performed by Three Rivers Park District and the City of 

Plymouth.  

• Development—The BCWMC will review development proposals in the watershed for 

conformance to water quality and flooding policies.  

• Citizen Involvement—The BCWMC will continue to encourage citizen participation at its 

monthly BCWMC and at its Committee meetings. The meetings are noticed to the public and 

a meeting calendar is posted on the BCWMC’s Web site.  

• Channel Maintenance Fund—The BCWMC will continue its creek and streambank 

maintenance fund. The member cities will be assessed $25,000 annually for the fund.  

• Flood Control Long-Term Maintenance Fund—The BCWMC established a long-term 

maintenance fund to be used to repair structures associated with the Flood Control Project. 

The member cities will be assessed $25,000 annually to a not-to-exceed fund amount of 

$1 million.  

• Annual Report—The BCWMC will prepare an annual report, submit the report to BWSR 

and member cities, and post it on the BCWMC Web site. 
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• Policy Manual—The BCWMC will prepare a Policy Manual to document governance 

policies for the Commission. 

• Sweeney Lake TMDL Study—The final TMDL report was completed and is currently out 

for public comment.  The Implementation Plan will be prepared in 2011. 

• Medicine Lake TMDL Study—The final TMDL report was completed and approved by the 

EPA in 2010. 

• Wirth Lake TMDL Study—The final TMDL report was completed and approved by the 

EPA in 2010. 

• Bassett Creek Main Stem Biota Listing—The next steps regarding the fish bioassessment 

(e.g., TMDL) will not be known until the MPCA revises the biota standards/listing criteria, 

which is expected sometime during 2012-2013. 

• Bassett Creek Main Stem Fecal Coliform Listing—BCWMC has completed the E. coli 

sampling of Bassett Creek that began in July 2008. Water samples were collected at six 

locations along the creek to determine presence and quantity of bacteria in the creek. The 

BCWMC will continue to participate in the upper Mississippi River E. coli TMDL process. 
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E. Project Reviews 

  Two tables have been prepared that list development proposals and other plans that were 

reviewed by the BCWMC and/or its engineering consultant. The following table, Plans 

Presented for BCWMC Review and Comment includes development proposals and other plans 

that were reviewed and discussed during BCWMC meetings. The second table, Plans 

Presented for Administrative Review and Comment, is a list of projects that were reviewed by 

the BCWMC’s engineer in accordance with policies of the BCWMC.  

 Plans Presented for BCWMC Review and Comment (Board) 

Appl. Form 

# Project Name 

Date 

Submitted City Comments 

Date of 

BCWMC 

Meeting 

2010-1 South Shore 

Drive Bridge 

Replacement at 

Bassett Cr. & 

DNR Permit 

App. 

1/28/10 Plymouth Conditional 

approval, Public 

bridge  

                                 

Conditional 

approval 

2/18/10 

 

5/20/10 

2010-2 Golden Valley 

2010 Pavement 
Management 

Project 

2/3/10 Golden 

Valley 

Conditional 

approval, Public 
road 

2/18/10 

 

2010-3 Theodore Wirth 

Park Bridge 

Replacement 

2/10 Golden 

Valley 

Conditional 

approval,                 

Creek crossing 

2/18/10 

2010-6 Plymouth 2010 

Street 

Reconstruction— 

East Parkers 

Lake Area 

5/5/10 Plymouth Conditional 

approval, Public 

road 

5/20/10 

2010-7 Plymouth 

Interceptor 

(South Shore 

Drive) 

Emergency 

Utility Repair 

5/28/10 Plymouth Conditional 

approval, Utility 

across Bassett Cr. 

5/20/10 

2010-8 General Mills 

Pedestrian 

Bridge  

5/28/10 Golden 

Valley 

Approval,                  

Creek crossing 

6/17/10 

2010-17 Menards 

Redevelopment 

10/27/10 Golden 

Valley 

Conditional 

approval, 

Commercial 
development 

11/17/10 
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Appl. Form 

# Project Name 

Date 

Submitted City Comments 

Date of 

BCWMC 

Meeting 

2010-18 Wirth Lake 

Improvements 

Phase II 

12/30/10 Golden 

Valley 

Conditional 

approval, Public 

park improvements 

1/20/11 

 

 Plans Presented for BCWMC Administrative Review and Comment 

Appl. 

Form # Project Name Date Submitted City Type 

2009-5 26th Avenue Culvert 

Dewatering Plan 

Mar-27 2009 

April 2010 

Ply Public - Street 

2009-10 
GVCC Pond Dredging/Creek 

Stabilization 
Jan-12 2010 GV Public 

2010-1 South Shore Drive Bridge 

Replacement 

Jan-28 2010 Ply Public - Bridge 

2010-1A South Shore Drive Mill & 

Overlay 

May-10 2010 Ply Public - Street 

2010-2 Golden Valley 2010 Pavement 

Management Project 

Feb-3 2010 GV Public - Street 

2010-3 Theodore Wirth Park Bridge Feb 2010 GV Public - Pedestrian 

Bridge 

2010-4 Hilde Performance Center Apr-23 2010 Ply Public – Park 

2010-5 Qwest Fiber Optic line @ 

Glenwood Pond 

Apr-20 2010 GV Utility 

2010-6 Plymouth 2010 Street 
Reconstruction— 

East Parkers Lake Area 

May-5 2010 Ply Public – Street 

2010-7 Plymouth Interceptor (South 
Shore Drive) 

Emergency Utility Repair 

May-28 2010 Ply Utility 

2010-8 General Mills Pedestrian Bridge May-28 2010 GV Commercial - Bridge 

2010-9 Birchview Elementary School 

Site Improvements 

Jul-9 2010 Ply Institutional 

2010-10 Auer Steel Site Improvements Jul-2 2010 Ply Commercial 

2010-11 Plymouth Creek Restoration 

(CIP PC-1) 

Jul-15 2010 Ply Public – Creek 

Restoration 

2010-12 Struthers Parkinson’s Center 

Parking Lot Repaving 

Aug-3 2010 GV Commercial 

2010-13 Plymouth Covenant Church 

Parking Lot Expansion 

Aug-6 2010 Ply Institutional 

2010-14 Walgreens Construction Aug-25 2010 GV Commercial 

2010-15 Plymouth Creek Park Hockey 

Rink Project 

Sept-24 2010 Ply Public – Park 
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Appl. 

Form # Project Name Date Submitted City Type 

2010-16 Bassett Creek Restoration (CIP 
Crystal Boundary to Regent 

Avenue) 

Sept-28-2010 GV Public – Stream 

Restoration 

2010-17 Menards Improvements Oct-27 2010 GV Commercial 

2010-18 Wirth Lake Improvements: 

Phase II 

Dec-30 2010 GV Public – Park 

2010-19 I-494 EAW Jan 2011 Ply Public - Street 
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F. Water Quality Monitoring Data and Studies 

 The following water quality monitoring and water quality studies were performed: 

• Medicine Lake Water Quality Study - The BCWMC and Three Rivers Park District 

performed a detailed lake monitoring of Medicine Lake.  Samples were collected on 13 

occasions from two basins (Main and Southwest). Dissolved oxygen, temperature, specific 

conductance, pH, and Secchi disc transparency (Secchi depth) were measured in the field and 

water samples were analyzed in the laboratory for total phosphorus, soluble reactive 

phosphorus, total nitrogen, and chlorophyll a. Three Rivers Park District performed the 

sampling and analysis of water quality parameters.  Three Rivers Park District also collected 

phytoplankton and zooplankton samples. BCWMC staff analyzed these samples. The report 

2010 Lake Water Quality Study – Medicine Lake (March 2011) was prepared by BCWMC. 

The report is also available on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission Web 

site (www.bassettcreekwmo.org). 

• Twin Lake Phosphorus Internal Loading Investigation - The BCWMC performed an 

investigation of Twin Lake phosphorus internal loading. Water quality samples were 

collected from the deepest location of the lake on two occasions during winter, February and 

March 2009 and 2010. Dissolved oxygen, temperature, specific conductance, pH, and 

oxidation reduction potential (ORP) were measured in the field and water samples were 

analyzed in the laboratory for total phosphorus and soluble reactive phosphorus. BCWMC 

staff performed the sampling and a contract laboratory analyzed the samples. Sediment core 

samples were collected from three locations during May. The sediment cores were 

approximately 1 foot in depth and were sliced into five or six sections. Each section was 

analyzed for mobile and organic bound phosphorus. BCWMC staff collected and analyzed 

the samples. BCWMC staff collected and analyzed the samples. The report Twin Lake 

Phosphorus Internal Loading Investigation (March 2011) was prepared by BCWMC. The 

report is also available on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission Web site 

(www.bassettcreekwmo.org). 

• BCWMC E. Coli Bacteria Monitoring – The BCWMC collected water samples at six 

locations along Bassett Creek during June of 2010 to determine the presence and quantity of 

bacteria in the stream. The June sample event concluded a two-year study, which began in 

July of 2008. The BCWMC collected the samples, while the MPCA completed the laboratory 
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analysis of the samples. The technical memorandum from Barr Engineering Co. presenting 

the results of samples collected during June of 2010 as well as the results of the 2008 through 

2010 study is available on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission Web site 

(www.bassettcreekwmo.org). 

• Citizens Assisted Lake Monitoring Program (CAMP)—The BCWMC participated with 

the Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) in its citizen-assisted lake-

monitoring program (CAMP). In 2010, citizen volunteers monitored the following lakes: 

Sweeney Lake in Golden Valley, Northwood Lake in New Hope, Medicine Lake and Parkers 

Lake in Plymouth, South Rice Pond in the cities of Golden Valley and Robbinsdale, and 

Westwood Lake in St. Louis Park. For results of the 2009 CAMP, see 2009 Study of the 

Water Quality of 194 Metropolitan Area Lakes (Met Council, October 2009) (the report on 

the 2010 CAMP is not yet available). The report is also available on the Metropolitan 

Council Web site:  www.metrocouncil.org/environment/RiversLakes/Lakes/index.htm. 

• Detailed stream monitoring at Bassett Creek WOMP station—Stream monitoring was 

performed in cooperation with the Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) 

and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) as part of the stream monitoring 

and watershed outlet monitoring program (WOMP). See the MCES Web site for additional 

information: www.metrocouncil.org/environment/RiversLakes/index.htm. 

• Wirth Lake, Spring Lake, Birch Pond and Bassett Creek WOMP Data—The 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) monitored the water quality of Wirth Lake 

and Spring Lake in 2010. The MPRB managed the Bassett Creek WOMP station. The 

MPRB’s 2010 Water Resources Report is not yet available.   It will be available at the 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Web site at: 

www.minneapolisparks.org/default.asp?PageID=791. 

• Medicine Lake—The City of Plymouth and Three Rivers Park District (TRPD) monitored 

Medicine Lake. The 2010 results can be obtained from Plymouth or TRPD staff. 

• Parkers Lake—The City of Plymouth monitored Parkers Lake. The 2010 results can be 

obtained from Plymouth staff.  

• Stormwater flow monitoring and in-stream water quality monitoring in the Medicine 

Lake watershed was performed by Three Rivers Park District and the City of Plymouth. 
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• River Watch Program—The BCWMC has supported the Hennepin County Environmental 

Services’ River Watch Program. The program began in 1995 and uses volunteers to conduct 

biological monitoring as a means of monitoring water quality. The grading scale used in 

River Watch takes into account three major biotic indices used routinely in biological 

monitoring programs: 

o The Family Biotic Index, which measures the overall community of invertebrates and 

their tolerance to pollution levels. The scale ranges from 0 to 10 with the lower 

values indicating high sensitivity and good water quality if present.  

o EPT, which stands for Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, and Trichoptera, or mayflies, 

stoneflies, and caddisflies. These three families include the most sensitive individuals 

and are looked at for indications of presence or absence. Higher scores indicate better 

water quality.  

o The number of families, which measures the overall abundance of families or total 

diversity of family units. Again, with this index, the higher the number the better. 

Students have been monitoring Bassett Creek since 1999. There were two River Watch sites 

in the Bassett Creek Watershed in 2010 including site GM, which is located on Betty Crocker 

Drive in the City of Golden Valley, and site #13, which is located east of Highway 100 and 

south of Bassett Creek Drive. The report Hennepin County River Watch 2010 is available 

online at: 

www.hennepin.us/portal/site/HennepinUS/menuitem.b1ab75471750e40fa01dfb47ccf06498/?

vgnextoid=04eafcb677d33210VgnVCM10000049114689RCRD. 
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G. Local Plan Adoption 

 The following table shows the status of the surface water management plan preparation for each 

municipality.  

Municipality Local Plan Status Comments 
Crystal Completed Local plan was approved by the BCWMC in January 2010. 

Resolution 10-02.  

Golden Valley Completed Revised plan was approved by the BCWMC in September 2008. 

Resolution 08-06. 
Medicine Lake Completed Local plan was approved by the BCWMC in January 2010. 

Resolution 10-05. 

Minneapolis Completed Local plan was approved by the BCWMC in September 2006. 
Resolution 2006-04. 

Minnetonka Completed Revised local plan was approved by the BCWMC in September 

2008. Resolution 08-05. 
New Hope Completed Revised plan was approved by the BCWMC in October 2008. 

Resolution 08-08. 
Plymouth Completed Local plan conditionally approved by the BCWMC in February 

1999. Resolution 99-3. Revised plan was approved by the 

BCWMC in November 2008. Resolution 08-09. 
Robbinsdale Completed Local plan was approved by the BCWMC in October 1996; 

reconfirmed in April 1997. Resolution 97-5. Local plan was 
reviewed as part of the city’s comprehensive plan review in 
2008. Revised plan was submitted to the BCWMC for review in 

December 2009 and approved in February 2010.  Resolution 10-
04. 

St. Louis Park Completed Revised plan was approved by the BCWMC in September 2009. 
Resolution 09-06. 
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H. Watershed Communication/Public Education 

In accordance with Minnesota Rules, Chapter 8410.0100, Subpart 4, the BCWMC utilized the 

following information sources for providing information to the general public: 

• Improvements and Development Requirements—The report Requirements for 

Improvements and Development Proposals, prepared by the BCWMC (2008), is posted for 

use and reference on the BCWMC’s Web site at 

www.bassettcreekwmo.org/require/2008_Requirements/2008RequirementsTOC.htm. 

• Web Site—The BCWMC updated information on its Web site throughout 2010. In 2010, 

there were approximately 87,538 visits, or 239 per day, and up from 73,239 visits in 2009. A 

copy of the Web site Usage Report from January 1, 2010, through December 31, 2010, is 

included in the appendices. The address for the Bassett Creek Watershed Management 

Commission web site is www.bassettcreekwmo.org. 

• BCWMC Meeting Packet— Each month in 2010 the BCWMC posted online meeting 

packets on its Web site and mailed a hard copy of the monthly meeting packets to 

approximately 20 interested parties that include the Board and the TAC. The packets included 

the BCWMC meeting agenda, meeting minutes, and meeting materials such as various 

correspondence items and other documents pertaining to the meeting agenda.  

• Communications Coordination—The BCWMC will continue to implement a public 

information plan as recommended by the Policy and Citizens Advisory Groups at its 

November 13, 2001, special meeting.  

• Technical Advisory Committees (TAC) Meetings—The TAC met the first Thursday of 

every other month and on additional days as needed to discuss issues directed to it by the 

BCWMC. The TAC meetings were noticed and were open to the public.  

• Metro Watershed Partners—The BCWMC participated as a member of the Metro 

Watershed Partners as a general supporter of the program and also as a supporter of the 

Metro Clean Water Minnesota Media Campaign. Metro Watershed Partners maintains a 

listserve and a Web site as forums for information sharing, holds monthly meetings for 

members to collaborate, and displays an exhibit at the State Fair to educate the public about 

watersheds. The Clean Water Minnesota Media Campaign is a stormwater education 
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collaboration that develops and delivers stormwater educational materials to a broad audience 

through television, radio, and billboard campaigns as well as through its Web site 

www.cleanwatermn.org. 

• Demonstration and Public Communications—The BCWMC’s small-grant program is 

designed to promote water-quality improvement projects and communications and education 

programs that reduce pollution. The grant program provides up to $1,000 to grantees to 

support the following activities: 

1. Water-quality improvement projects; 

2. Communication and education programs on reducing pollution from household activities; 

and 

3. Projects that raise citizen awareness of their role/ responsibility in improving and 

maintaining water quality in the watershed. 

In 2010 the BCWMC awarded the following grants: 

o Meadowbrook Elementary—The BCWMC granted matching funds to assist students, 

staff, and volunteers to construct an outdoor classroom on the school grounds. 

The BCWMC has information about grant eligibility and application procedures in its grant 

program section of the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Organization Web site at 

www.bassettcreekwmo.org/index.html. 

• BCWMC Education and Public Outreach Committee: In addition to the activities 

described in the Executive Summary, the Committee conducted the following activities in 

2010: 

1. The Education and Public Outreach Committee participated in quarterly joint meetings of 

the Education and Public Outreach Committees (EPOC) of the Bassett Creek Watershed 

Management Organization (WMO), Elm Creek WMO, Shingle Creek/West Mississippi 

WMO, and Pioneer-Sarah Creek WMO. The group has formalized its partnership as the 

West Metro Watershed Alliance (WMWA). The purpose of the joint meetings is to 

promote consistent and cooperative messages in the participating watersheds. The 

WMWA created a draft joint education plan that has been adopted by the member 

WMOs. 
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2. The Education and Public Outreach Committee contracted with writer Judy Arginteanu, 

to write articles that would highlight steps that residents could take to improve water 

quality in the Bassett Creek watershed.  

I.  Professional Services Proposal 

In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 103B.227, Subdivision 5, the BCWMC solicited 

letters of interest in 2010 for legal and engineering technical consulting services.  

J.  Assessment of Changes in Fund Balance 

A discussion of the fund balance is included in the BCWMC’s annual financial audit report. A 

copy of the annual audit report will be made available on the Bassett Creek Watershed 

Management Commission’s Web site at www.bassettcreekwmo.org. 

K. Wetland Conservation Act/Wetland Banking Program 

1991 Wetland Conservation Act—The interim program of the 1991 Wetland Conservation Act 

was effective through December 31, 1993. On January 1, 1994, the permanent program of the 

1991 Wetland Conservation Act became effective. Each municipality was required to designate 

the local government unit (LGU) responsible for administrating the interim program and the 

permanent program of the 1991 Wetland Conservation Act. The following table indicates the 

local governmental unit for each municipality. 

Municipality Permanent Program (Effective 1/1/94) 

Crystal Crystal 

Golden Valley Golden Valley 

Medicine Lake BCWMC 

Minneapolis Minneapolis 

Minnetonka Minnetonka 

New Hope New Hope 

Plymouth Plymouth 

Robbinsdale BCWMC 

St. Louis Park BCWMC 

  BCWMC = Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
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Wetland Mitigation Policy—The BCWMC's wetland mitigation policy specifies that filling or 

developing existing lakes and wetlands require an evaluation of the benefits of the wetland for 

stormwater storage, water quality enhancement, and wildlife habitat, as well as the development 

of a plan to mitigate the loss of those benefits somewhere in the affected watershed. 

Wetland Banking Program—The BCWMC has not adopted a wetland banking program. 
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II. Annual Financial Report 

The 2010 fiscal year for the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (BCWMC) 

commenced on February 1, 2010 and ended January 31, 2011. 

A. Approved Budget 

 The approved operating budget for fiscal year 2010 was $463,000. Each member’s contribution 

toward the annual budget is based 50 percent on the total area of the municipality within the 

watershed and 50 percent on the tax capacity of the area within the watershed. A copy of the 

2010 budget description, member-city assessment table, and operating budget table are 

appended. 

B. Report of Revenues 

 See the Financial Audit Report in the appendices. 

C. Report of Expenditures 

 See the Financial Audit Report in the appendices. 

D. Financial Audit Report 

 The annual audit report for the year ending January 31, 2011, was performed by Malloy 

Montague Karnowski Radosevich & Co., P.A. A copy of the annual audit report is included in 

the appendices and also is available on the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission’s 

Web site at www.bassettcreekwmo.org. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
Board of Commissioners 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each major 
fund of the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (the Commission) as of and for the year 
ended January 31, 2011, which collectively comprise the Commission’s basic financial statements as 
listed in the table of contents.  These financial statements are the responsibility of the Commission’s 
management.  Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit.  
The prior year partial comparative information presented has been derived from the Commission’s 
financial statements for the year ended January 31, 2010, and in our report dated May 26, 2010, we 
expressed unqualified opinions on the respective financial statements of the governmental activities and 
each major fund. 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards require that we plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement.  An audit includes consideration of internal control over financial reporting as a basis for 
designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion on the effectiveness of the Commission’s internal control over financial reporting. 
Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.  An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation.  We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinions. 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of the Commission as of 
January 31, 2011, and the respective changes in financial position thereof and the budgetary comparison 
for the General Fund for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America. 
 
The financial statements include prior year partial comparative information.  Such information does not 
include all of the information required in a presentation in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America.  Accordingly, such information should be read in 
conjunction with the Commission’s financial statements for the year ended January 31, 2010, from which 
it was derived. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
 

FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
 

BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED  
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 
 
Board of Commissioners 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of the 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (the Commission) as of and for the year ended 
January 31, 2011, which collectively comprise the Commission’s basic financial statements, and have 
issued our report thereon dated May 10, 2011.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America and standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Commission’s internal control over financial 
reporting as a basis for designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinions on 
the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Commission’s internal control over financial reporting.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Commission’s internal control over financial reporting. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination 
of deficiencies in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement 
of the Commission’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely 
basis.   
 
Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over 
financial reporting that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies, or material weaknesses.  We did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control over financial reporting that we consider to be material 
weaknesses, as defined above. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE 
 

WITH MINNESOTA STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 
 
 
Board of Commissioners 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of the 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission (the Commission) as of and for the year ended 
January 31, 2011, which collectively comprise the Commission’s basic financial statements, and have 
issued our report thereon dated May 10, 2011.   
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the provisions of the Minnesota Legal Compliance 
Audit Guide for Political Subdivisions, promulgated by the Office of the State Auditor pursuant to 
Minnesota Statute § 6.65.  Accordingly, the audit included such tests of the accounting records and such 
other auditing procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 
 
The Minnesota Legal Compliance Audit Guide for Political Subdivisions covers seven main categories of 
compliance to be tested:  contracting and bidding, deposits and investments, conflicts of interest, public 
indebtedness, claims and disbursements, miscellaneous provisions, and tax increment financing.  Our 
study included all of the listed categories, except that we did not test for compliance in tax increment 
financing, because the Commission does not utilize tax increment financing.   
 
The results of our tests indicate that, for the items tested, the Commission complied with the material 
terms and conditions of applicable legal provisions. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Board of Commissioners and 
management of the Commission, its member cities, and the state of Minnesota and is not intended to be, 
and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 
 
 
 
 
May 10, 2011 
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May 10, 2011 
 
 
 
Board of Commissioners 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
 
 
The following is a summary of our audit work, key conclusions, and other information that we consider 
important or that is required to be communicated to the Board of Commissioners, administration, or those 
charged with governance of the Commission.   
 
OUR RESPONSIBILITY UNDER AUDITING STANDARDS GENERALLY ACCEPTED IN THE UNITED 
  STATES OF AMERICA AND GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS  
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of the 
Commission as of and for the year ended January 31, 2011.  Professional standards require that we 
provide you with information about our responsibilities under auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and Government Auditing Standards, as well as certain information related to 
the planned scope and timing of our audit.  We have communicated such information to you verbally and 
in our audit engagement letter.  Professional standards also require that we communicate to you the 
following information related to our audit. 
 
PLANNED SCOPE AND TIMING OF THE AUDIT 
 
We performed the audit according to the planned scope and timing previously discussed and coordinated 
in order to obtain sufficient audit evidence and complete an effective audit. 
 
AUDIT OPINION AND FINDINGS 
 

• We have issued an unqualified opinion on the Commission’s financial statements. 
 

• We have reported no material weaknesses in the Commission’s internal control over financial 
reporting.   

 
• The results of our testing disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported 

under Government Auditing Standards. 
 

• We have reported no instances of noncompliance with Minnesota laws and regulations. 
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                        Contract No:A110122  

 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is made this 19
th

 day of May 2011 by and between the Bassett Creek 

Watershed Management Commission, a Minnesota joint powers organization (hereinafter 

"COMMISSION"), c/o Barr Engineering Co. 4700 West 77th Street Minneapolis, MN 55435 and 

Hennepin County, a Minnesota political subdivision government (hereinafter "County") A-2300 

Government Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55487, on behalf of the Hennepin County 

Environmental Services (hereinafter "DEPARTMENT"), 417 N. 5
th

 Street, Minneapolis, MN 

55401; 

 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the COMMISSION and the COUNTY, wish to protect natural resources within the 

Bassett Creek watershed in Hennepin County, and 

 

WHEREAS, the COMMISSION and the COUNTY benefit from a cooperative effort to protect 

these resources, and 

 

WHEREAS, the COMMISSION wishes to contribute to the volunteer monitoring programs and 

educational services performed by the DEPARTMENT in the Bassett Creek watershed.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual undertakings and agreements hereinafter set 

forth, the COUNTY, on behalf of the DEPARTMENT, and the COMMISSION agree as follows:  

 

1. TERM AND COST OF THE AGREEMENT 

As consideration for its services, BCWMC will pay up to two thousand dollars ($2,000) for 

services rendered by the DEPARTMENT for the River Watch program; to include all equipment; 

training; in-person assistance; QA/QC; data assessment; report writing, printing and distribution; 

internal teacher costs including bus transportation and substitute pay; and volunteer recognition.  

This contract term runs from May 1, 2011 through May 31, 2012. 

 

2. PAYMENT FOR SERVICES 

Payment for services shall be made directly to the DEPARTMENT after completion of the 
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services upon the presentation of a claim in the manner provided by law governing the 

COUNTY’S payment of claims and/or invoices. The DEPARTMENT shall submit an invoice in 

December for services rendered. Payment shall be made within thirty-five (35) days from receipt 

of the invoice.  

 

3. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

It is mutually understood that the DEPARTMENT acts as an independent contractor. The 

DEPARTMENT shall select the means, method, and manner of performing the services herein. 

DEPARTMENT employees shall not be considered to be either temporary or permanent 

employees of the COMMISSION. 

 

4. DEFAULT AND CANCELLATION 

a. If the DEPARTMENT fails to perform any of the provisions of the Agreement or so fails 

to administer the work as to endanger the performance of the Agreement, this shall 

constitute a default. Unless the DEPARTMENT’S default is excused by the 

COMMISSION, the COMMISSION may upon written notice immediately cancel this 

Agreement in its entirety. Additionally, failure to comply with the terms of this 

Agreement shall be just cause for the COMMISSION for delaying payment until the 

DEPARTMENT’S compliance. In the event of a decision to withhold payment, the 

COMMISSION shall furnish prior written notice to the DEPARTMENT.  

b. This Agreement may be canceled with or without cause by either party upon forty-five 

(45) days’ written notice. 
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COUNTY OF HENNEPIN AUTHORIZATION 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR AUTHORIZATION 
 

  

 

Reviewed by the County Attorney’s COUNTY OF HENNEPIN 

Office STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

 

______________________________ By: ________________________________ 

Assistant County Attorney                 Richard P. Johnson, County Administrator 

 

 

 By: ________________________________ 

  Assistant County Administrator - Public Works   

 

  

 Date:______________________________ 

 

 

 Recommended for Approval  

 

 

 By:____________________________________ 

  Director, Department of Environmental Services  

 

 Date:___________________________________ 

  

   

 

BASSETT CREEK WATERSHED 

MANAGEMENT COMMISSION   

 The COMMISSION certifies that the person who 

 executed this Agreement is authorized to do so on  

behalf of the COMMISSION as required by 

applicable articles, bylaws, resolutions or 

ordinances.* 

 

 Name:_______________________________ 

   

 By:_________________________________ 

 

 Date:____________________________________ 
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* The COMMISSION shall submit applicable documentation (articles, bylaws, resolutions or ordinances) that 

confirms the signatory’s delegation of authority.  This documentation shall be submitted at the time Contractor 

returns the Agreement to the County.  Documentation is not required for a sole proprietorship. 















 

 

Memorandum 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Barr Engineering Company 
Subject: Item 6B– Management Options for Twin Lake 

BCWMC May 19, 2011 Meeting Agenda 
Date:  May 11, 2011 
Project:  23/27-0051 
 
 

6B. Management Options for Twin Lake 
 

Recommended/requested Commission actions: 

1. Consider authorizing the addition of a Twin Lake internal load reduction project to the 

Commission’s capital improvement project (CIP) schedule. Consider setting a schedule for 

completing a feasibility study for a project that will reduce internal phosphorus loading of Twin 

Lake by treating bottom sediments with alum; estimated cost of the treatment is $40,000 to 

$60,000. 

 

Background and Basis for Recommendation 

Since 2005, Twin Lake water clarity has declined and phosphorus concentrations have significantly 

increased in the surface waters of the lake.  An investigation was ordered by the Bassett Creek Watershed 

Management Commission to evaluate the cause of the declining water clarity.  Study findings were 

reported in March 2011.  The study concluded that internal phosphorus loading has increased in recent 

years, largely due to increased water temperature and greater oxygen depletion in the lake waters.  

Internal phosphorus loading is a process in which phosphorus is released from Twin Lake bottom 

sediments when oxygen is depleted.  The study also noted that internal loading is occurring closer to the 

lake surface, allowing for phosphorus to reach the surface of the lake and cause algal blooms. 

The study identified several treatment options that could reduce the internal phosphorus loads: sediment 

phosphorus inactivation, hypolimnetic withdrawal, biomanipulation, barley straw treatment, aeration and 

dredging. Based on the conceptual study the greatest water quality benefits would be obtained if the 

internal phosphorus load were reduced by treating the lake bottom sediments with alum.  
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Date: May 11, 2011 
Page: 2 
 
 

P:\Mpls\23 MN\27\2327051\WorkFiles\Commission Packets\2011\5-19-11mtg\6B_Twin Lake Management Options.docx 

A comparison of Sweeney Lake and Twin Lake surface (0 – 2 meter composite sample) total phosphorus 

data collected in 2000, 2005, and 2008 provides evidence that there is only minimal exchange of water 

between Sweeney and Twin Lake.  These data demonstrate that the water quality of Twin Lake is not 

impacted by Sweeney Lake during the open water season.  An alum treatment in Twin Lake will not be 

adversely affected by phosphorus levels in Sweeney Lake and an alum treatment can be conducted prior 

to the completion of the Sweeney Lake TMDL implementation plan.    

Because the Twin Lake watershed is small, the alum treatment longevity is expected to be greater than ten 

years and may last several decades.  Half of the prescribed alum dose should be applied during one year 

and the other half should be applied in a subsequent year to avoid adversely affecting aquatic life and to 

maximize the lifespan of the treatment. 

The alum treatment will reduce internal phosphorus loading, will reduce phosphorus levels in the surface 

water which will reduce algal growth, and it will increase lake clarity.  It is possible that after alum 

treatment, Twin Lake water clarity will be significantly greater than clarity prior to 2005.  This may cause 

aquatic plants to growth to greater depths and at greater density than has occurred in Twin Lake in the 

past.  An aquatic plant survey from 2008 showed that the lake contains a diverse and native aquatic plant 

assemblage and that the lake is largely absent of any invasive aquatic plants with the exception of a small 

grouping of curlyleaf pondweed on the southeastern corner of the lake.  It is expected that the aquatic 

plant species currently in the lake will be the same as after the alum treatment. 



 

 

Memorandum 
To:  Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From:  Barr Engineering Company 
Subject: Item 6C– Major Plan Amendment Schedule 

BCWMC May 19, 2011 Meeting Agenda 
Date:  May 11, 2011 
Project:  23/27-0051 
 
 

6C. Major Plan Amendment Schedule 
 

Recommended/requested Commission actions: 

1. Review and discuss major plan amendment schedule. Authorize staff to send draft Feasibility 
Studies to Hennepin Co. as soon as they are completed. 

 

Background  

The Commission’s February 25, 2011 letter to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 

(BWSR) proposed a major plan amendment to modify the following parts of the BCWMC Plan: 

 Adding to the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) one project to restore 2.5 miles of the Main 

Stem of Bassett Creek from Irving Avenue North in Minneapolis to Golden Valley Road in 

Golden Valley for 2012. Estimated cost is $600,000. 

 Adding to the CIP a project to modify the outlet of Wirth Lake to prevent backflow from the 

creek during flooding which would reduce phosphorus loading to the lake, as recommended in 

the Wirth Lake TMDL Implementation Plan for 2012. Estimated cost is $250,000. 

 Adding to the CIP a project to construct a pond at Lakeview Park within the Medicine Lake 

watershed that would reduce nutrient loading to this impaired water for 2013. Estimated cost is 

$196,000. 

The review and comment period for the major plan amendment ended on May 2.  Only two letters were 

received on the amendment, from the Metropolitan Council and BWSR. Both letters were in support of 

the amendment, so no formal response is needed.  
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Major Plan Amendment Schedule 

The following schedule for the major plan amendment was included in a February 10, 2011 memo to the 

Commission.  

 May 2 Review/comment period ends 

 May 2 – June 16 BCWMC staff drafts proposed responses to comments (if any).  

 June 16  

At regular meeting, the BCWMC: 
 Reviews comments and recommended responses (if any) 
 Approves issuance of responses (if applicable) 
 Hears results of the feasibility studies 
 Conducts public hearing on plan amendment 
 Direct submittal of revised plan amendment and related documents 

to BWSR for final review and approval 
Hennepin County has until the public hearing to let BCWMC know of 
their approval/disapproval of proposed CIP projects. 

 June 30 – August 19 

BWSR metro subcommittee meeting to consider plan amendment and 
BCWMC responses to comments, and develop recommendation to full 
BWSR Board. (BCWMC attendance not likely needed at the committee 
meeting.) 

 August 25 Full BWSR board meeting to review recommendations from BWSR 
metro subcommittee and approval of the plan amendment. 

 September 15 

The BCWMC: 
 Conducts 103B.251 public hearing and orders projects 
 Approves tax levy request and certifies levy to Hennepin County 
 Approves contracts with cities to construct the projects  

 

The June 16 public hearing has already been noticed. 

Staff has heard from BWSR staff that they are ready to approve the Commission’s major plan amendment 
before their late August meeting (i.e., at their June or July BWSR Board meeting) if Hennepin Co. 
approval can be obtained. An earlier approval by BWSR would also mean that the Commission could 
hold the 103B.251 public hearing, order the project, and certify the tax levy to Hennepin County at their 
August 18 meeting rather than at their September 15 meeting. However, BWSR cannot approve the plan 
amendment until Hennepin County approves the plan amendment. County board approval is currently 
scheduled for August 2. Staff is working with Hennepin County staff to see if Hennepin County board 
approval can be obtained earlier than August 2. Hennepin County staff want to review the feasibility 
studies before they prepare the recommendations to the Board.  



  
Memorandum    
 

To: Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 
From: Geoff Nash, Administrator 
Subject: Water Quality Policy 
Date: May 10, 2011 
 
Commissioner Michael Welch is offering a new water quality policy for the Board’s discussion. 

There are deficiencies in our project-review policies as they relate to TMDLs of late and there is a need to 
develop a change to our policies. Here is Michael’s overall policy statement for discussion: 
 
The commission will review any land-alteration project that will:  
 
1. disturb more than 50 cubic yards of soil or 5,000 square feet of vegetation, and 
2. will contribute stormwater runoff and/or snowmelt to an impaired waterbody (as determined by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency), whether or not a total maximum daily load study has been 
completed.  
 
Plans and specifications must be submitted to allow analysis of the project's potential to exacerbate the 
impairment, and best management practices must be incorporated into the project plans to negate the 
project's contribution to the impairment of the relevant waterbody/ies. 

Len Kremer noted that policy 4.2.2.4 in the Commission’s Water Management Plan states that "....a 
uniform policy for stormwater treatment in the watershed is appropriate."  Len also noted that a 
modification of policy 4.2.2.4 that requires "non-degradation (no increase in phosphorus load) for 
redevelopment projects" could be expanded to apply to all projects. 



 
Geoff Nash, P.G. 

Watershed Consulting, LLC 
 

Administrator’s Report 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 

May 9, 2011 
 

1. Drafted BCWMC 2010 Annual Report that includes 2010 accomplishments and 2011 projects.   

2. Met with MPCA to respond to comments on Sweeney Lake TMDL report.  Administrator shared 
responsibility for responses with MPCA, SEH, and Barr.   

3. Drafted bi‐annual tour itinerary, invitation list, and Amy Herbert drafted invitation. 

4. Received BWSR response to 2011 Major Plan Amendment to add three projects to the CIP 
totaling $1,046,000.  Brad Wosney commended the Commission for maintaining a current CIP.  
There were no other comments. 

5. Received agreement for funding of Hennepin County’s River Watch program.  Edited contract to 
cover just 2011.  River Watch is a student‐oriented volunteer stream monitoring program that 
assesses the overall health of the biological communities of streams throughout the county. The 
program provides hands‐on environmental education opportunities for high school classes and 
student groups. 

6. Prepared for TAC meeting and drafted TAC memo to Board. 

7. Prepared RFP for Engineering Services and received comments from TAC. 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May 9, 2011 

 

 

 

Tom Mathisen 

City Engineer 

City of Crystal 

4141 North Douglas Drive 

Crystal, MN 55422 

 

Jeannine Clancy 

Director of Public Works 

City of Golden Valley 

7800 Golden Valley Road 

Golden Valley, MN 55427-4588 

 

Lois Eberhart 

Water Resource Administer 

City of Minneapolis 

Engineering Design 

309 Second Avenue South, Rm. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 55401-2268 

 

Liz Stout 

Water Resources Engineer 

City of Minnetonka 

14600 Minnetonka Boulevard 

Minnetonka, MN 55345 

 

Guy Johnson 

Director of Public Works 

City of New Hope 

4401 Xylon Avenue North 

New Hope, MN 55428 

 

Sherry Miller 

City of Plymouth 

3400 Plymouth Blvd 

Plymouth, MN 55447 

  

Richard McCoy 

City Engineer 

City of Robbinsdale 

4100 Lakeview Avenue North 

Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

 

Laura Adler 

Engineering Program Coordinator 

City of St. Louis Park 

5005 Minnetonka Boulevard 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

 

Ted Hoshal 

6960 Madison Ave West Suite 2 

Mpls MN 55427-3627 

 

 

Re: Bassett Creek Watershed Erosion Control Inspections 
May 4-7, 2011 

 

We have inspected construction sites in the Bassett Creek Watershed for conformance to erosion and 

sediment control policies. Listed below are construction projects and the improvements needed for 

effective erosion control. The sites were inspected May 4-7, 2011. Please review the following for 

your respective city.  

 

City of Crystal 

None to report 

City of Golden Valley 

None to report 
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City of Medicine Lake 

None to report 

City of Minneapolis 

None to report 

City of Minnetonka 

None to report 

City of New Hope 

None to report 

City of Plymouth 

Four Points:  Install silt fence or erosion control logs around exposed soils adjacent to home 

under construction; sweep tracked soils from street.   

Larkin Pond:  Repair erosion control logs at 14420 10
th

 Ave; remove tracked soils from street 

and along curb; reinstall silt fence at locations that were removed to allow site water to drain into 

wetland.  Remove tracked soils from street and along curb at 14504 10
th

 Ave; repair silt fence 

along pedestrian path at same address. 

City of Robbinsdale 

None to report  

City of St. Louis Park 

None to report  

 

The following developments were found to be in compliance with erosion and sediment control 

policies: 

City of Crystal 

 None to report 

City of Golden Valley 

Golden Meadows (inactive) 

Golden Ridge (inactive) 

Golden Valley Country Club Pond 

Improvement 

Golden Valley Pavement Management 

Plan  

Laurel Hills East Condominiums 

Menards 

Miner 

North Hennepin Regional Trail / Golden 

Valley Trail Phase 2 

North Wirth Business Center (inactive) 

Theodore Wirth Pedestrian Bridge 

Wirth Lake 2011 Site Improvements 

Walgreens 

 

City of Medicine Lake 

 None to report 

City of Minneapolis 

Van White Memorial Boulevard (inactive) 
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City of Minnetonka 

Austrian Pines (inactive)         Crest Ridge Corporate Center (inactive) 

Cantera Woods (inactive) 

City of New Hope 

Hillside Terrace (inactive)         Rome Co. (construction not started) 

City of Plymouth 

Auer Steel Site Improvements 

Banner Engineering (construction not 

started) 

Bassett Creek Office Center (inactive)  

Beacon Academy (inactive) 

Executive Woodlands (inactive) 

Hidden Acres 

Hilde Performance Center 

1900 E Medicine Lake Blvd  

Plymouth Business Center Parking 

Addition 

Plymouth Covenant Church  

Plymouth Creek Park Hockey Rink  

Plymouth Creek Ponds  

Plymouth Crossing Station (construction 

not started) 

Plymouth Interceptor Emergency Repairs 

Remax 

South Shore Dr Reconstruction/Bridge 

Timber Creek Improvements 

Waterford Office Plaza (inactive) 

West Medicine Lake Park Pedestrian 

Bridge  

Wood Creek 

Woods at Medicine Lake (inactive) 

 

City of Robbinsdale 

 None to report 

City of St. Louis Park 

Parkside Lofts (inactive) 

The following developments have been completed and removed from the inspection list: 

City of Golden Valley:   

Crown Packaging 

 

Contact me at 952-832-2784 (jherbert@barr.com) or Kim Johannessen at 952-832-2686 

(kjohannessen@barr.com) if you have questions regarding these comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

James P. Herbert 

Barr Engineering Co. 

Engineers for the Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 

 

c: Jeff Oliver, City of Golden Valley 

 Dennis Daly, City of Minneapolis 

 Patrick Hanlon, City of Minneapolis 

 Bob Moberg, City of Plymouth 



          5/11/2011 

Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission 2011 Administrative Calendar 
 

January 2011 February 2011 March 2011 April 2011 
MEETING – JANUARY 20 

• January 6 – TAC meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

• January 11 – WMWA, 8:30 a.m., Plymouth City 
Hall 

• January 20 – Administrative Services 
Committee mtg following BCWMC mtg 

• January 26 – Education and Public Outreach, 
Plymouth City Hall,9:00 a.m. 

• January 31 - End of Fiscal Year 

• Direct auditor to prepare audit report 

• Terms end for Plymouth, Robbinsdale, and St. 
Louis Park  

• Resolution to appoint official depositories;  

• Review TAC’s recommendation re: CIP 
modifications; Approve resolution to reimburse 
Commission 2.5% of 2010 annual tax levy for 
admin expense charge for CIP projects& move 
funds from CIP acct to Administrative account. 

 

MEETING – FEBRUARY 17 

• February 3 – TAC meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

• February 8 – Education and Public Outreach, 
Plymouth City Hall,10:30 a.m. 

• February 14 – Administrative Services 
Committee mtg, Golden Valley City Hall, 4:30 
p.m. 

• BCWMC Organizational meeting – elect officers; 
Discuss BCWMC mission and goals; Discuss 
2011 Commission – TAC liaisons 

• Assessment payments from member-cities due 
February 1 

 

MEETING – MARCH 17 

• March 3 – TAC meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

• March 8 – WMWA, 8:30 a.m., Plymouth 
City Hall 

 
 

 

MEETING – APRIL 21 

• April 7 – TAC meeting, 1:30 p.m. 

• April 8 – 9 – Plymouth Yard & Garden 

• April 12 – WMWA meeting, 8:30 a.m. and 
Education and Public Outreach meeting 
immediately following 

• Report to State Auditor 
 
 

 

May 2011 June 2011 July 2011 August 2011 
MEETING – MAY 19 

• May 5 – TAC meeting 

• May 10 - WMWA, 8:30 a.m., Plymouth City 
Hall 

• May 12 – Zachary Lane Env. Fair 

• May 24 – Education and Public Outreach, 
Plymouth City Hall, 9:00 a.m. 

• Receive and file final Audit; Review Draft 2012 
Budget; Final Annual Report presented for 
approval and submitted to BWSR and member 
cities  

 

MEETING – JUNE 16 – public hearing on 
proposed Major Plan Amendment 

• Possible presentation of feasibility studies 

• June 22 – BCWMC Watershed tour, 3:45 p.m. 

• Budget must be approved by Commission by 
July 1 to meet 30-day city review; Budget sent 
to member cities by July 1 for 30-day review  

 

MEETING – JULY 21 

• July 7 - TAC meeting 

• LMCIT annual invoice; Receive first half 
of ad valorem tax (early July);  

 

 

MEETING – AUGUST 18 

 

September 2011 October 2011 November 2011 December 2011 
MEETING–SEPTEMBER 15 – possible 
public hearing on proposed projects in 
Plan amendment 

• September 1 – TAC meeting 

• Submit maximum levy ad valorem tax request 
to Hennepin County 

 

MEETING – OCTOBER 20 

• Prepare letters re: deadline to receive 
applications for the Channel Maintenance 
Fund during next year’s construction season 

 
 

MEETING– WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16  

• November 3 – TAC meeting 

 

MEETING – DECEMBER 15 

• Prepare resolution to transfer 2011 funds 
from admin acct. to TMDL, Long-term 
maint., and channel erosion accounts. 

• Send CIP Table (12-2) to member cities 
for review  

 

 



  

              AMLAC  
                    Association of Medicine Lake Area Citizens 

 

May 10, 2011 

 

Dear Ms. Wyatt, 

We applaud TRPD’s efforts in going after money to fund inspectors and its support of the 

DNR’s bills in the House and Senate. But AMLAC is so disappointed in your response, 

and we urge TRPD to make a more assertive effort in preventing the spread of AIS to 

Medicine Lake. We believe that your reasons for refusing to close the public access to 

Medicine Lake can all be overcome with a little effort by all of us:  

 

In response to the points in your letter, we say: 

� Just because other lakes in the county such as Parkers Lake MAY become infested 

with zebra mussels is NOT a reason to refuse to close the public launch site on 

Medicine Lake when inspectors are not available. It is relying on this kind of 

reasoning that has led to the infestation in many lakes of other invasive species. It is 

imperative that we take aggressive action to stop invasive species from spreading; 

sitting idly by because something MAY happen elsewhere is NOT a prevention 

strategy. 

� There are no private boat launches on the lake. Harty’s launches its own rental boats. 

AMLAC is very willing to work with Harty’s on a prevention plan. In fact, AMLAC 

has already been in touch with Joe Harty about this issue, and we will continue to talk 

with him. Harty’s has a vested interest in keeping the lake in good health as do the 

private property owners. An infested lake is not a good selling point. 

� AMLAC agrees there are many private property owners on the lake, but relatively 

few launch their boats from their homes. AMLAC already has in place several ways 

to educate property owners as to the dangers of AIS. 

� Why not “an AIS program unique to Medicine Lake”? Lake associations across the 

state are working on numerous and varied prevention plans. A prevention plan 

tailored for a specific lake (“unique”) – such as closing the public launch site when 

inspectors are unavailable – may be the key to stopping this infestation in THIS lake. 

If drastic measures are not taken, ZM will cause irreparable harm to the ecosystem of 

the lake, and we’ll all lose this wonderful resource. Remember, the very first 

infestation of EWM in the state was in 1987 in Lake Minnetonka. Two years later, we 

had it in Medicine Lake. With ZM now found in Lake Minnetonka, Medicine Lake is 

at very high risk. 

� Lake Tahoe, one of the most well known lakes in the country and larger by far than 

Lake Minnetonka, has in place an extremely successful AIS prevention program that 

includes closing public launch sites (of which there are many) when inspectors aren’t 

available. We can learn and should from successful AIS preventions from around the 



country. If such a large lake can do this, so can we. 

http://www.trpa.org/default.aspx?tabid=351 

� AMLAC urges TRPD to take stronger action than the current programs listed in your 

letter. There is no remedy for ZM infestation! This summer is a critical time – 

perhaps our ONLY opportunity – to institute a prevention program. AMLAC is 

willing to contact its members to ask for volunteers to be trained by the DNR as boat 

inspectors for Medicine Lake’s boat launch. 

� TRPD could buy or rent an I-LIDS system or similar electronic device to monitor the 

boat launch. See info at http://www.environmentalsentry.com/faq.htm. 

� TRPD could use the temporary closings as a PR campaign to heighten awareness of 

the zebra mussel problem.  

Sincerely, 
AMLAC Board of Directors:  

Terrie Christian president Julie Rumsey, vice president 
Karen Berge   Kevin Christian 
Tom Gallagher   Teri Haberman 
Gary Holter   Kip Leonard 
Holly Martin   Bill Wixon 

 

 

CC: City of Plymouth 

City of Medicine Lake 

Bassett Creek Watershed management Organization 

Hennepin County Commissioners 

Metropolitan Council 

Minnesota DNR 

Senator Terri Bonoff 

Representative Sarah Anderson 

Three Rivers Board of Commissioners 

Cris Gears, Superintendent, TRPD 
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